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Introduction ’ 


Inevery: state. efforts are under was to tmprove the way education is provided. but no single reform 
Strategy dominates. The umpetus for reform, the driving agencies or instituQons behind reform, as well 
as the intended results. vary from) state to state. The reasons states pursue reform range from local 
pressure for improvement to state policy makers responding to national forces such as the National 
faltication Goals. Some states are responding to recent economic and demographic changes. while 
other states are looking ahead to new and challenging economies of the 21st century. attempting to 
cfeatle education systems that will provide their residents with the skills and Knowledge thes will need 
ho sticceed tn the workforce and in their future lives, 


\round the nation, reform: has different leaders as well. In some states. leadership rests un the courts: 
mothers. intuitive comes tron the governor's office. Stull elsewhere. reform leadership comes trom 
lezistatures. ste boards or departments of education. business. industry or community. groups. 


Vehicles for reform are as diverse as the people behind them, Efforts focus on: goals and: standards. 
eovernmanee, assessment, materials, curriculum frameworks, accountability. school funding. choice. and 
charter schools. No state has a single, monolithte reform under wav. Across the country. observers 
find multiple pressures stimulating reform; a varlety of state-level people. departments or agencies 
responding with different inithttives: and reforms changing Various elements of the state’s education 
SVStOCM1. 


Caveats 
The following summaries are based en materials and documents available in the FCS Enformatien 


Clearinghouse and on extensive notes of ECS staff who travel and conduct polies analyses in specitie 


States. 


‘The information is not meant to be exhaustive or complete Rather. i outlines mayor reforms in each 
shite to provide readers wath a sense of how brodd reform ts across the country, as well as how deep 

and comples individual state efforts are. ECS welcomes further information and descriptions of state- 
level activities not included. 


Tn addition to state-level reforms those enacted by governors. state Iegisfatures, state boards or 
departments of education and special commissions and task forces -- every state has mans district- 
abd school-leveb programs. as well as partnerships between individual schools and outside entities, 
This decument dees not attempt to dist or describe these efforts or the many reform activities at the 
national level. Ttadse dees not List higher education reform) mnitiitves., 


The programs, projects and iitatives disted for the states vary considerably. Phis document has not 


attempted to evaluate the clectiveness, degree of implementation or the staying power of these 
reforms. No evaluation, comparisen or contrasung of state efforts was attempted or intended. 


i 
( 
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Glossary 


Charter Schools 


Charter schools are developed by individuals who wish to operate a public school independently af 
their local school boards. By agreeing to the terms of a charter, granted by the state. the new schoo! 
sets oul What it expects students to achieve. As tong as the school meets the terms of its charter. 11s 
free fromomany rules and regulations governing traditional schools, 


Charter schools stuf must operate as public schools ina non-sectiman environment. Neel safety and 
health standards and not discriminate on the basts of race. sex or ethnicity. Legislation varies from 
State to state. but charter schools receive an amount of mones close to what rs spent on students i 
other schools in the same district, Legistation also varies on the procedures for converting exmung 
schools, on whe mas apply fora charter, on mechanisms for appealing reyection of applications and on 
What rules and regulations charter schools are exempted fram. 


Choice 

Choice programs sary dramatically fron state to state. Phe basic tdea behind such programs is to 
allow parents to decide which schools their children will attend. Some states allow for choice within 
districts and others between districts. Sull other districts encourage choice programs but do not 
mandate that all districts participate. 


National Education Goals 

In 1989) the nation’s governors and then-President George Bush agreed to the six National Education 
Goals. In 1994, these goals Were samended with two additional goals and codified by the “Goals 2000: 
Educate America Act” Prior to this most recent federal activity. numerous stiles Were acting to 
approve the national goals. This document lists states that have passed legislation on some version of 
the national goals. The many efforts by communities. school districts and major cities to meet the 
national goals are not identified tm thts prece 


The original sis National Feducatian Goals are: 


By the year 2000: 


All children in America will start school reads to fear. 
e The high school graduation rate will increase to at least VOC 


e  Amerean students will lease grades 4.8 and 12 having demonstrated competences in challenging 
subject matter, including Fanglish, mathematics. sctenee. history and geagraphs : and every school 
in America Will ensure that all students learn to use ther minds well so thes mas be prepared: for 
responsible citizenship. further learning and predictive emplos ment mm our moder econems . 


© American students with be first in the world in science and mathematics achievement. 


eo bvery adult American will be Terate and will possess the knowledge and skills necessary to 
compete ma global economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship, 


© kvery school in Amertea will be free of drugs and violence and will offer a disciplined 
environment conducive to tearing. 
c 
ECS Clearinghouse — Page 3 


o_ 
ERIC 


In 1904. the “Goals 2000: Educate America Act added two additional goals: 


e The nation’s teaching force wilt have decess to programs for the continued mopresement of ther 
professronal skills and the opportunity to acquire the Knowledge and skills needed to instruct and 
prepare all American students for the next century. 


eo bvers school will promote partnerships that will increase parental iavelyvement and particrpation in 
promoting the secu) emotional and academe growth of children. 


National Science Foundation 
Statewide Ssstemie Initiatives (NSF-SST) 


The National Sctence Foundation describes its Statewide Sustemic fnitiative effort as follows: 


“The Statewide Systentic Ltative SS1) Program is a mayor effort by the National Science 
Foundation oNSI) to encourage improvements im scienee, mathematics and engineering education 
through comprehensive systenie changes inthe education systems of the stues. The SSP Program 
was rnitiited im P99) and resulted in three rounds of competition. A total of 25 states and Puerto 
Rico received fiveesear awards. 


The SSE Progrant represents a strategy to sieagthen the infrastructure for serence and mathematics 
education through ahgenment of state policies and resources. This requires the collaborauan of 
educators atall levels. business and industry. parents and the community at large “ O8S4 Srarew tds 
Svvtenne bumtatives ap Science. Mathematics and Eneineerivg 1998-19942 State Propiles, po 3. 


New Standards Project 

The New Standards Project ta collaboration between the National Center on Education and the 
Feonomy and the Learning Research and Development Center. The purpose of the project i te adopt 
high natenal education standards and develop rigorous new assessment methods to measure progress 
toward these standards | Nineteen states aod six urban school districts participate. New methods of 
assessment tnelude portlolios, projects and timed performance appraisals. In pardicipating: states, 
dssessiments tecerve extensive review and field testing. The project mikes use of the expertise of 
tedchers, cdieation researchers and organizations such as the National Councid of “Poachers of 
Mathematics 


Performance-Based Initiatives 

Mans states are engaged i initiatives that focus ther education systems on student performance. 
Rather han managing state education systems on the basis of inputs such as number of school days 
per Sear. class hours per das. classes ina particular topic atended these states are focusing on 
outcomes of cducation bs restructuring schools, curriculum, instruction, assessment and aecountability 
dreund demonstrated success by students, 


To begin with, states are developing academic standards. goals, learner outvomes and performanee and 
content standards that desertbe what is expected af students and schools, These terms are by no 
Means synonymous, and even mitauves described with similar terminology by different states can 
vary considerably. This document groups such initiatives Co reflect the broad extent of this general 
approach, aot to indicate a strict adherence ta a specific orthodoxy or particular set of assoctated 


pohes changes being pursued deross the board, 


ico) 
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Re:Learnirg 


Re:Learning ts a major national effort begun in POSS as a partnership between the bducation 
Commission of the States and the Coalition of Rssential Schools with the primary objective of 
redesigning the total education system. itis grounded in the belief that meaningful school 
Wuprovement only comes through comprehensive school redesign and that education poties at all 
Jevels must nurture tanovation rather than credte barriers te change. “This view requires the focus std 
achon of people throughout the system, 


Since JOSS. EE states have formally jeined the effort Arkansas. Colorado. Delaware, Hho. Indian. 
Maine. Missouri. New Mowieo. Pennsslvania. Rhode Iand and South Carolinaa. Pive additional 
Slates are exploring membership (Florida, Massachusetts, Ohio, Michigan, Texas States that jor the 
Re Learming network agree to work with ECS on redefining poliey, administrative relationships and 
governance structures to stumulate and support innevative school improvement. Pypreally. such 
structural and policy changes are developed by groups of leaders representing the governor's office. 
legislature. higher education, state education department and board of education, professionil 
dssockitions and untons, business, local communities. teachers and administrators Poliey areas 
Trequenth addressed include assessment, school finunee. professional development. curriculum, teacher 


certification, equity, aid state-leveb governance: issues. 


16 
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K-12 Education Initiatives 


‘Alabama Major reform in the state i bemg driven by a school finance court case, but the 
solution is unclear 


A circuit court judge ruled that the state's funding formula violates the Alabama Consutution because 
iW fails to provide schoolchildren with equitable and adequate education opportunities. The judge alsa 
ordered an overhaul of the entire education system. He called for state officers to provide a system 
that offers all children. regardless of the wealth of the community im which thes live. substantialls 
equitable and adequate educational opportunities. Judge Gene Reese used language similar to that 
used in the 1990 Kentucks Supreme Court ruling that foreed that state to completely reinvent its 
education system. His language may necessitate some Form cf performance standards in’ Alabama's 
solution. 


In October 1993. the court ordered enactment of the statewide reform strategy. A legislative package 
likely will be enacted in 1994. The governor's office participated in the development of one proposed 
plan. “Alabama First: A Plan for Academie Excellence.” Tits proposal includes goals, learning 
objectives, curriculum guidelines, assessments, teacher training, deregulation and site-based 
management, report cards and intervention for failing schools. 


Previously, in November 1992, the state board of education adopted sia learner outcomes for public 
schools. The outcomes are: 


1. Life-long learning 

2. Global awareness 

3. Personal and community stewardship 

4. Creative thinking and problem solving 

Technological literacy 

6. Effective communication 

Under this plan. local school boards are designated to devetop assessments and curriculum that reflect 
the learner outcomes. The state also has “acknowledged” and committed itself to achieving the 
nation’s six educatton goals. 

Reform issues 

* Accountability 

¢ Performance-based imitiatives 

* Equity 


¢ National Education Goals 


1] 
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Alaska The Alaska Stale Board of Education established: Slaska 2000 based ot the national 
Goals 2000 reform effort, committing Alaska to pursing amd tricking progress 
toward the six national education goals. 


Jerry Covey, state education commissroner, developed an edticatian refonun plain at the govermor’s 
request. The plan, “AK2KA" was endorsed by the state board ot cduatien VR IK established 10 
committees to make recommendations in the following areds 


f Choiee and incentives 
2. dearly chitdhood 


Facilities 


“ad 


4. Finanee 

S. Laws and regulation 

6, Quality of workforee 

7. Shared decisronmaking/self- renew al 
SN Student outcomes and assessment 
YQ System accountability 


10. Technology 


Committee recommendations will mnelude: 

© Choice of postsecondary courses, through funding ef Path sear of schooling 

© Adoption of state goals Cadapted May 1993) 

© Performance standards committees m English. scrence and math recommendations 


© ‘Technical-preparation recommendations 


Reform issues 

© Perterntanece assessments 
° Workforce skills 

© Performance-bascd mitiative 


© Natioaal Education Goals 


Arizona's Essential Skills carricufine framework documents, developed bs 
comnuttees spartsored by the state departnent of cducanon, outlime outcomes, 
products and: processes that students m grades And PS are expected to demonstrate. A legislative 
mitts, Coals for Edueational Pycellence. connected the Essential Skills with a performanee-based, 
integrated assessment svstem) called the Ativona Student Assessment Program CAS AP) Now fulls 
mplemented. ASAP assesses the outcames or products at grades 3.8 and 12: has teachers and 
community members score the performance assessments: requires districts to assess students at ether 
grade levels using district forms of the state assessments or other measures such as portfolios: dses a 
homr-referenced test to measure student dehevement in the fall decording toa matress sampling 
process: and requires districts to use school and district report cards on a Variety of measures to set 


and measure goals 


A four-level accreditation model is based an the assessment. Schools can be ta complianee at any of 
the following tevels. 
oO 
6 
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A. Simple compliance with state regulations 

B. Compliance with site visit 

C. Meeting the North Central Accreditation A socittion’s criteria, or criteria which is the equivalent 
of North Central's 


1). Complete accordance with ASAP, attempting to achteve high goals and meeting those goals. 


"P-level" schools are excused from regulations. Districts set goals for their own level of achievement. 
ASAP measures performance of students toward learning goals, ticing higher levels of accreditation to 
outcomes, 


Governor Fife Symington created a statewide tisk force on Public Employment and ‘Traming. ‘The 
Morrison Institute at Arizona State University was asked to study the overlap between current 
programs and the extent to which federal programs dictate state policy. The study recommended 
creation of a Governor's Office of Employment and Training to broaden the state’s approach (a 
workforce development, streamline current programs and nurture alliances between employment 
training and economic development. 


Reform issues 

® Performance assessments 

¢ — Performance-based initiatives 
* Accountability 

© — Limited choice 

e Workforce skills 


In 19917, the lepishuure created a task force te develop “learner outcomes and 

a curriculum frameworks.” “The reform legislation, Act 236, ts called “Mecting the 
National Education Goals: Schools for Arkansas’ Future" It required the state board of education to 
adopt learner outcomes that define what students must know and be able to do to be competitive 
nationally and mternadionally within the contest of the National Education Goals. Curriculum 
frameworks define the broad themes and topics of instruction to prepare students to demonstrate the 
learner outcomes. 


Vhe plan integrated: (1) curriculum frameworks. (2) sew student performance assessment tools, not 
lumated to standirdized tests. to judge student progress and (3) professional development programs, to 
provide teachers, principals and other adininistrators with content Knowledge and pedagogical skills 
required to help all students achieve the learner outcomes. 


The legislation also required development of a plan to reorganize the state education agency to support 
education restructuring. Accordingly, the state department of education has restructured tself to model 
the types of changes required by schools in the restructuring process, including a reallocation of 
FCSOUTEES, 


In addition, the legislation established an advisory board to monitor the state's progress toward these 


objectives and created a “leadership academy” to provide expanded professtonal development 
opportunities for educators and administrators 


ms 
13 
as 
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In May 1993. the state ecducution hoard revised the 57 education standards adopted im 1984 and made 
the following additional changes: 


* By the 1996-97 school sear, students must follow one of two tacks of studs traditional college 

* preparatory or postsecondary svocauional-techmical preparatory prograny. 

® Students must pass 21 eredits tn grades 9-12 an order to graduate, adding one credit each in nat 
and scienee and one-half credit in oral communion. 


© “Teachers in K-32 classes must spend two extra days in staff development by 1994-95, 


Act 236 also acknowledged the sty National bdtecatron Goals and conumitted the state to make the 


Necessary restructuring efforts to achieve those goals. The legislation: stated: 


The State of Arkansas. through the state beard of education and the general education div istan of 
the department of education. must determing what students must Know and be able to do in order 
to meet the goals. Phis will not siniply require more students to learn what is alreads taught 
Instead. rt will require a curriculum that places a greater emphasis on teaching students to think 
and to apply methods that are appropriate to ensure that all students will master the more 
challenging curriculum. 


In order to achieve these new fevels of performance within existing and linited resources, 
Arkansas must fundamentally restructure ts education system. Phis means providing educators 1n 
every school with the flestbility and teals thes heed to determine the best was ta achieve the goals 
with their students. Ti imeans providing thent with the training thes need to teach new materials in 
new wads and with leadership and other skills thes need te work fogetier in new ways and 
Succeed Ia new education eovironinent  tastituroens of higher education must commit themselves 
to effectively: providing new teachers with the content Know ledge and pedagogical skills required 
to help all students achieve the goals Arkansas schools need student performance assessment 
tools that are well matched to new standards for student performance and that accurately measure 
whats taught. The results ef these performance assessment tools intist be incorporated: into 
Schbook report cards se that parents and the general public will be afermed as te what students are 
expected to know and to be able to de and how well Arkansas public schools ire performing 
(6-15-1002) 


Viecent discovers: that the school tindiig formula has not been mplemented im decerdance witle the 
Jewishitive itent fikely will cause the governor to call fora specu legishitive: session 


The state also as a SPO tation National Science Foundation Statewide Ss stermie Initiitive (NST SSTt 
grant The Arkansas SSE “promotes the restructuring of mathematics and screneve education bs 

tht changing attudes toward mathematies and sernee. (2) improving student and worker skills and 
(4) fosterme long ten community invelyement in the education systems according to NSE 

state profiles. “The program metudes: teacher traning and professional development. integrated 
aurmiculuny applied acaudenies, leadership traming, leadership aetsvites and community leadership 


Re beaming was invelyed in the creation of Aer 236 and has remamed invelved im creaing polices 
favoring restructuring schools. 


Reform issues 
*  Perlormance-based initiatives 1 ' 


* Accountability 
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* Workforce skills 


* Choice 
¢ Professional development 
© National Education Goals 
*  RecLearning state 


¢ National Sctence Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


© New Stiundards Project 


The [983 Califor mat Education Improvement Incentive Program required 

implementation of the California Assessment Program (CAP) at participating 
schools. The program includes achievement and performance tests and basic skills and content courses 
and 1s used to measure the improvement of school performance, with an emphasis on higher-order 
thinking skills — logical analysis. drawing inferences and communicating ideas. In addition to the 
assessment program. the Education lmprovement Incentive Program authorizes model curriculum 
Standards — state curriculum frameworks. 


California has led the nation in creating hundreds of categorical programs to overcome problems 
identified in the 1983 report A Nation At Risk. Charter schools, at-risk programs, new curriculum 
frameworks, networks of schools by thematic change und teacher and leadership academies are among 
the many innevations of the last decade. 


In the last two vears, the California Learning Assessment System (CLAS) was developed and the 

results of last fall's inital administration of the fest were released in March 1994. The assessment. 
which cost more than $27 million, demonstrates Californians’ commitment to determine students’ 

actual level of performance against criterion-based standards. 


The LEARN (Los Angeles Education Alltanee for Restructuring Now) program in Southern California 
brings together almost 300 community and business groups to create and sustain systemic change 
throughout greater Los Angeles area schools. Long-term partnerships are demonstrating success, and 
the Los Angeles school district is creating regtonal clusters to support community-based, multi-agency 
school reform of many types, including a national New American Schools Demonstration Project. Yet 
members of these same coalitions believe much more substantial change is still necessary, 


In 1992, California became the second state to approve the establishment of charter schools. Senate 
Bill 1448 allowed for LOO charter schools to be developed statewide. 


California received a SLO million National Science Foundation (NSE Statewide Systemic Initiative 
grant. Under the grant. California will bring together top state leaders with emphasis on full 
particrpation for under-represented groups, address barriers to Improvement of K-6 serence and 
middle-grades math, examine objectives to gain public support, develop and promote elementary 
serence instruction and make curriculum and instruction consistent with National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics standards. Also, according to NSE state profiles, “The California Advocacy for 
Mathematics and Science (CAMS) Initiative will foster mathematics numeracy and science fleracy 
among all California students by offering a new. more engaging mathematics and science curriculiuin 
in the pubhe schools. To achieve this. the CAMS initiative will create a strong and Jasting alliinee 
among parents, teachers. principals. supermtcndents. university scientists and mathematicians, 
community organizations. business and political leaders.” 
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Reform issues 

* Performance assessment 

© Charter schools 

© Curreulumn frameworks 

© A\ccourntabilits 

© Natronal Screnee Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


© New Standards Project 


! In 1993, the Colorado Legislature passed House Bull #2303. establish a state 
Colorado we : jiesa: pe aaciaes sane hes . 
council ta develop content standards and directing the state board of cditedtoa and 
low) distriets to adopt content standards aud assessments. HB ERE defined content standards as “a 


commpulation of specific statements of what students should know or be able to do relative toa 
particular aeadermie area” 


The legislation directed the new couner! to write draft standards in reading. writing. mathe nities. 
scence. history and geography Phe council is to recommend model content sandards in art. mste. 
physteal education and civics as well. Draft standards in the first six subjeets were released in nud: 
1994 and circubited widely for comment. By January F998, the state education board is to adopt 
model content standards. 


By Jantar 1997, local districts must adopt centent stanehirds that meet or exceed: state: standards 
School districts then will establish a plan to implement the standards-based cdtteatton. “The legistatron 
vse requires the state beard ef cducation to Warse regulatory requirements to lielp distiiets ruplenicnt 
the retorms By P9OS. the department of education ts te begin: statewide assessmatcnes in tiie Hein, Sth 
and LOt grades to measure progress toward meeting the new standards 


In 1993, Colorado also passed the Charter Schools Act Semite Brill i830 Catoride’s lersistatian 
provided thar as part ot the apphedien and renewal eta charter school appleahts dtist repent selec! 
progress toward achieving the vodds. objectives, pupil performance standards. content standards anid 
other terms of the charter application Pitty: schools can be ipproved statewide TE local scheel boards 
do not approve charter appheatons. applicants can appeal te the site beard of educator As of Mas 
L004, Wo charter schools were operating i Coloride, and another ning Were seheduled te apen im fall 
19040 Paght appheations that had been reqeeted bs Tocal boards were appealed te the state board. The 
stile board upheld the reyection ad six of these appliewhons and “remanded” the other (vo applicatrens 
back for further consideration bs the orginal districts 


The act also required the department of eduction to prepare an ait report ald ex thnitron for the 
governor and general assembly on the sdeeess or Carlure of charter schools and their relatronstip: te 
other school refornn efforts. In addition. the legislation suggested changes m state law necessary to 
strenethen or change the charter school program, 


SB ISS was amended daring the 199-4 legislative session to permit children of parents who helped 
form a chatter school to have preferential access to the school if it opens. Sarme tocal districts had 
sought continiied approval fo tse only the georrapine boundary eriterton ora lottery: svstent to 
determine local school assteniment 


In L997, the legislate passed anew Pdtedtor Lreensiig Bill mandating a new sy stern of heensing 
teachers. adiimistrators and speektilists based on skill and competenes standards. The legislation alse 
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directed the governor to appoint two new professional boards to advise the state hoard of education, 
which the governor did 18 months before the July 1, 1994, deadline set by the legislature. 


Ins May 1994 meeting. the state board of education adopted the advisors: beard’s licensing 
standards, but added both a letter of warning and specific language making the new standards valtd for 
afew months only while the board itself develops stronger skill and competences standards ind 
assessment crite rh. 


Colorade also received a S)O million National Science Foundation (NSE) Statewide Svstenme Tniutive 
erant. According to NSF state profiles, “Colorado classrooms, schools, colleges and unrversities, 
workplaces and communities will ensure that all Colorado citizens possess high levels of mathematical 
and scientific diteracy.” The grant activities include: “local catalyst partnerships” amone schools, higher 
education institutions, parents, business/industry and state and federal agencies: state mitrastructure 
restructuring; and the appropriate use of technology. 


Re:Learming has worked with the state department of education to authorize school-level teams of 
professionals from across the education system (educators, administrators, state department personnel 
and others) to assist restructuring schools in making changes. 


Refor.n issues 

«  Performanee-based initiative 

© Performance assessment 

* Accountability 

* Workforce skills 

« Choice 

* Charter schools 

© Re:Learning state 

* National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


¢ New Standards Project 


In 19923, facing a court decision to remedy segregation problems in the schools. 
the Connecticut legishature voluntarily divided the state into TP regions and 
directed each region to develop its own integration plan. using school choice. magnet schools and 
other alternatives, The state education commissioner has broad authority over regronal proposals, 
However, there is no sanction for failure to implement plans. 


- Connecticut 


In addition to desegregation issues, the state created a Commission on Educational lescellence with 43 
members. Tt was charged to study and recommend changes in-an advisory capacity. Its recently 
released recommendations include: 


* Expanded early childhood education, primarily in-urban areas 
* Rewards for schools showing improvement and high student achievement 


© A “results-hased” education system 
The “results-hiased element raised considerable controversy inthe state and led to rts eventual fathure im 


the 1994 legislative session. Controversy centered on the public's acceptince of results-based 
education and on whether mayor education reform was needed at all. 
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The Connecticut Education Enhancement Act of F986 previously established a select education 
roundtable committee to study: (1) the state sy stent of education funding: (2) the impact of the reform 
ball and its implications on public and nonpublic schools, munieipalities and the state: (3) the 
feasibility of subject competency testing and general skills testing of teachers: and (4) the 
establishment of minimunr educational achievement standards concerning student promotion and 
graduation, 


In 1980, the education department developed Connecticut's Common Core of Leaming. which 
established acadenrie outcomes for students. The Common Core ts divided into four topics. with 
related sublopies. Under attributes and attitudes. students are to develop: positive self-concept. 
Motivation and persistence, responsibility and self-relianee, intellectual curiosity. interpersonal 
relations, sense of community. and moral and ethical values. Cader skills and competencies, the areas 
addressed are: reading: writing: speaking, listemag and viewing: quantitative skills, reasoning and 
problem solving: and Jearning skills. Under understandings and applications are the arts. creative and 
performing: careers and vocations: cultures and languages: and setence and technology . 


The defined skills ancl competencies are assessed by the Connecticut Mastery “Test Program (CMP). 
Which assesses basic language art/reading, writing sind math skills at grades 4. @ and &. A new 
version of CMT will se new content areas and forms of assessment techniques (performanee 
ussessinent and short-answer questions). 


The Connecticut State Department of Education is developing the Connecticut: Academie Performance 
Test (CAPT) ‘Phis statewide assessment will be administered to POth-grade students in math, reading, 
writing, social studies and serence. CAPT will use a wide variety of assessment formats, including 
estended performance assessments, open-ended. short-answer questions and traditional multiple-choice 
Hes. 


Connecticut also recened a $7 8 million National Science Foundation CONSE) Statewide Systemic 
Initiative (SST) grant. Under the grant, “the state proposes to begin the long-term institutional change 
wy atuitude and behastor necessary for local school districts to implement improvement in the way thes 
think about. deliver and assess mithematics and science teaching and dearnmng.” according to NSEs 
state profiles. 


The grant actiyities include ive interrelated camponents: 


1, Establishment of the Connecticut Academy for Education in Mathematics, Science and 
Technology, which will be chartered by the general assembly and will set standards. assist local 
districts in reform. and serve as an advocate for educatronab equity 


2.) District-level curriculum reform and teacher enhancement 


3.0 Activities involving higher education. rnchiding restructtied teacher preparation and collaboration 
with schools, 


4.0 Math and science enrichment programs for students and parents provided by scrence-tich 
institutions, business and industry. 


S.A public relations campaign for public understanding of the importance of education m 
nutthematics, scrence and technology. (Connecticut SSE Synopsis) 


Reform Issues 
* Performance assessment 
© Performance-based initiative 


1é 
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© Accountability 
© “Teacher competency 
e  Nanondl Sctence boundation Statewide Ss sterue Intadve grant 


e New Standards Proyect 


Delaware The Deluware State Department of Rdacation ts unplementing a comprehensive plan 


called “New Direchons” which establishes content and performance standards for all 
subjects New Directions is funded at $24 per student per year. with $8 coming from the loval distrret 
and $? trom the state. An additonal SP2 will be ritsed per student per sear front the private sector. 


After some initial testing. assessment practices Wil be reexamined to be sure thes match the standards. 
Nornmieceferenced standardized tests will hase a reduced role. Phe state is developing performances. 
eriterton and portfolio assessments. About 200 teachers worked on scoring assessments ind developed 
rubrics for scoring based on teacher judgment. A wring assessment for grade [OQ is already in place. 


Curncuhim frameworks will be developed on the basis of the content and performance standards; they 
will include suggested learning and teaching practices, These suggested practices will be illustrated by 
the state through “polished stones” = detailed examples of lesson plans and units of instruction that fit 
the new frameworks. 


The Re Learning effort has influenced the development of New Directions, particularly with regard to 
technical assistance and university affilraition with the project. 


Delaware alse received a five-year. $A.4 million National Screnee Foundation Statewide Sy stemie 
Imitaitisve (NSE SSt) grant. This projeet. Project 2b. is part of New Directions and seeks to: "C1) iffeet 
fundamental and widespread change in the teaching and learning of mathematics and science, (2) craft 
assessment systems that would help drive and measure valued student performances, and (3) build a 
school and community culture that would support rigorous teaching and learning in mathematics and 
science forall children.” according to NSF state profiles. Activities include establishing “development 
partners” among the school-based teams of teachers. administrators, support professionals and district 
superintendents: changing schools through influencing policy and building capacity: convening people 
with a stake in the schools; networking principals: offering sub-grants and competition: establishing 
mentoring/tutoring programs; and working with the mathematics and Science Curriculum Commisston 
af the New Directions Project. 


The state education departnent also as handing responsibility: for professional development over to 
university -based research and development centers svhich are equipped to conduct technical assistance. 
‘Teacher centers are berng developed under this plan. 


Reform issues 

¢  Performance-based mitniave 

© Performanee assessment 

e Accountability 

e  RecLearning state 

© National Science Foundation Statewide Systemne Initiative grant 


© New Standards Progect 


Cc 
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District of Columbia: The District of Columbia has cight goals for preparing students for 
the 2Ist Century. These goals are based on the six National 
Education Goals and the National Urban Education Goals: readiness to learn: increased eraduation 
rates; improved academic achievement: quality teachers: postsecondary opportunities: and sate and 
caring environments. In addition, the District of Columbia added two other goals: AL students will 
demonstrate an appreciation fer the cultural arts, and parents will be actively involved in their 
children’s education. 


The district has a proposed accountability framework that incorporates inputs, programs and 
performance outcomes. Decisions made by the mayor's office, city council and board of education 
dictate the resources available, then the district makes decisions based on the eight goals. Data are 
collected and consolidated from existing sources into one report used at both the school and district 
levels. The data are used, according to district materials, “by schoal restructuring teams for school 
improvement, central administration for correcuve measures, policymakers for future decisions on 
resource allocations, and citizens who support the system with tax revenues.” This system is outlined 
in Baseline Indicatars: A Framework for Accowuability, published by the district superintendent's 
office in 1993. 


Following a January 1993 “Education Sunt” the mavor, erty counet! and board of education tssued 
a Memorandum of Agreement outlining emergency measures to address financial concerns, as well as 
a promise to “work together to improve the District of Columbia Public Schools, including enhanced 
educational standards and student achievement. through improved interagency cooperation and 
communication.” To address finaneral pressures. the district atempted to reduce its workforce by 883 
employees and close 10 schools. To help nivet long-terin objectives, four interageney committees 
were established in finanee, collaboration, prinerpal/teacher evalinttion and tneentives, and standards. 


According to Baseliate didicators, the D.C public school system has developed. is in the process of 
developing, or will be developing standards in the follow ing areas: 


¢ Graduation requirements 

e  Sttdent exit outcomes 

© Currteulint frameworks 

© Course classtfication system 

¢ Instructional methods 

© Teatbooks. software and supplementary materials 

¢ Student assessments 

¢ Criteria for staffing ratios 

¢ ‘Teacher training and mentoring programs and stalt development 

e Instructional and educational technology 

e Physical plant and chassroom: standstrds 

¢ School organization inchiding graded schools vs. non-graded 

e Fime locations for core subject areas and: schediding 

e Career Tidders 

¢  Professtonal assessments of beginning teachers for licensing purposes 
¢  Provistonal certification for professionals seeking at alternative certificate 
¢ Performance evaluation 
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Reform issues 
©  Performance-hased initiative 


©  Accountahility 


Florida » blorida’s Education Reform Act of 1990 established a system of school 


improvement based on the performance of students and education programs. The 
system establishes state and local education goals: inereases the use of educational outcomes over 
processes mn assessing school programs: and redirects state fiscal and human resources to help school 
districts and schools meet state and Jocal goals for student success in school and later in life. 


In L991, the legislature adopted seven statewide goals for education. based on the six National 

Education Goals. The legislation stated that “the state as a whole shall work toward the following 

goals: 

(a) Readiness to start school -—— Communities and schools collaborate to prepare children and families 
for children’s success in school. 

(b) Graduation rate and readiness for postsecondary education and employment. ~- Students graduate 
and are prepared to enter the workforce and postsecondary education. 

(c) Student performance — Students successfully compete at the highest levels nationally and 
internationally and are prepared to make well-reasoned, thoughtful and healthy lifelong decistons. 

(d) Learning environment — School boards provide a learning environment conducive to teaching and 
learning that includes sequential instruction in mathematics, science, reading, writing and the social 
sciences, and appropriate educational materials, equipment and pupil-teacher ratio. 

(e) School safety and environment — Communities provide an environment that is drug-free and 
protects students” health, safety and civil rights. 

(f) Teachers and staff -- The schools, district and state ensure professional teachers and staff. 

(g) Adult literacy -- Adult Floridians are literate and have the knowledge and skills needed to 
compete ina global economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 


Florida's Blueprint 2000, established by the legistature in 1991, provided for the Conimission on 
Education Reform and Accountability to establish performance standards that indicate progress toward 
state and local goals: recommending methods of measuring progress; defining “adequate progress” 
toward goals; recommending development of incentives for schools that make exceptional progress: 
providing guidelines for dealing with schools that do not improve: and pinpointing statutes, rules and 
policies that stand in the way of school improvement. 


Bluepring 2000 directed schools and districts to clect representatives of all "sharcholder™ groups to 
serve as School Advisory Council members. who develop and approve an annual school improvement 
plan used to meet accreditation measures. Each school plan details how the school will meet standards 
af achievement on indicators they cheose, Every schoo} issues a report card about the school, 
including graduation rates and test scores. 


Advisory councils also develop a@ three-vear plan to meet goals. Failure to meet selected gouls leads to 
the school or district being supervised for a vear and eventually to the state's taking over. The 
Blueprint 2000 legislation provides for a process that allows school hoards to apply for a waiver from 
requirements of specified laws in order “to facilitate innovative practices and to allow local selection 
of educational methods.” 


c 
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In addition. high schools may enter into “interlocal” agreements With postsecondary institulons to 


offer students vocational or college-level experiences and credits at no cost to the student. Interlocal 
agteements destgnate the courses or programs in whieh high school students mas enroll. 


In August 1993, Commissioner of b:ducation Betts Castor appointed a task foree on high-school 
preparation for postsecondary education and employment. ‘The task force was to recommend to the 
state education board and 1994 fegishature changes in policy and practice that would ensure students 
are prepared for postsecondary education and that graduation requirements couform to the competency - 
based goals of Blueprint 2000. 


Florida also received a five-Sear, $7.9 million National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic 
Initiative (NSE SST) grant, Under the grant. Florida “ens isions alb students having the appropriite 
academic backgroud and experiences to give them the opportunity to pursue the career of their choice 
and be informed decisionnitkers in local. state and national issues.” according to NSF state profiles, 
Grant activities include: school istrict collaboration: collaboration with the Florida Department of 
Education: model reform: dectuments and materials for staff development. including handbooks for lead 
teachers, planning guides te technology education and materials for community communication: and 
collaborating with the Higher Education Consortium, 


Reform issues 

© Perlormiance-based initiative 

© Gevernance 

© Accountabilits 

© Postsecondary open enpoliient 

© Site -hased management 

© Worktorce skills 

© National education Goals 

© National Sctence Poundation Statewide Systeme Htiative: grant 


© New Standards Project 


Ge rgia In 1993, Ceorsta passed Senate Bill (an estensive charter schools program with 
: Ne upper Tt on the nuniber of schools involved. Tn addition, the Neat Generation 
Schools program funds 1S school districts, with a total of $6 million, for K-12 education restructuring 


projects. 


The state’s new dotters is providing mones for expanding early childhood education. The mones also 
Is being used to provide students who graduate from high school with a B-gradepoint average it 


guaranteed level of tinaneial assistance in Georgia higher education institutions. Finally. dotters: funds 
vue berg used to help schools acquire new technology . 


The state’s previous high school graduation test was given im LOth grade, with remediation provided 
for students dentified as needing vassistapee. The current graduation testis given am Lith grade. 
focuses on four lopies and provides noe remediation moneys because students were eapected to pass 
each topic. Howeser concerns over the numbers of students failing led to screnee and social studies 


being tested. but wath the scores not used to determine elytbility for graduation. 
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The statewide Student Assessment Program? gives writing assessments im grades 3.5. 8 and Eh. [tas 
scored by teachers and readers at the University of Georgia on five aspects of writing using a scale of 
Tito 4. Additionally. a new high school graduation test given in grade TP] assesses language arts, 
math. science, social studies, health and writing, 


Georgnt also recetved a five-sear, STO million National Science Foundation (NSE) Statewide Svstemic 
Initiauve grant. “The Georgia fnitiadive im Mathematics and Science aims to create a stimulating 
climate in whieh all students will ase them minds well. take responsibility for their lives and contribute 
postuvely to the global community” according to NSE state profiles. 


Grant activities melude: developing a preservice teacher education program to promote diversity within 
afl teacher-educatien programs; promoting teacher development through the drafting of “Principles of 
Kducating Teachers”: recruiting and retaining minortties to teach sefence and maths developing at 
“learning framework” mo mathematics and sciences and improving student assessment, as well as otter 
activities aimed at supporting sysiemie change and strengthening partnerships. 


Reform issues 


¢ Performance assessment 


¢  Accountabilits 

¢ Charter schools 

¢ Workforce skills 

© Early childhood edueation 

¢ Postsecondary aid 

«National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Inithative grant 


| Hawaii__| Current reform efforts focus on decentralization and empowerment to enhance 
(mm@eeee dent achievement ina safe and conducive environment. 


Following the 1988 pussage of a school/community-based management law, Hawaii expected to have 
90'% of its 240 schools moving toward local management during the 1993-94 school year. Principals. 
teachers, school stuff, parents, students and community members are mvol ved. 


The state also proposes to reduce the state education departments management from three to (wo 
levels. create school-run support centers and provide school-based lump-sum budgeting. More than 
§7% of each school’s budget will be controlled by the school. 


Under 1989 legislation, Hawait ts helping develop and implement the sehool/community-based 
management system. The legislation required the board of education to establish policy to define a 
common set of education goals which all schools subject Co the school/conmunity-based management 
system will be responsible for fulfilling. “The board also rs to formulate standards for measuring cach 
participating school’s efforts to achieve defined goals each year. 


Students who fail the mulaple-chorce phase of the Hawai State Test of Essential Competencies, which 
is required for high school graduation, must take part in performance assessments, Students perform 
tasks at 23 stations in the “Tissential Competencies Certification Center.” They have unlimited time 
and receive instruction through carphones, recorded messages and print. 
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Reform issues 


* Performance assessment 
* Accountability 


e Governance 


The Idaho State Board of Education is attempting to change the state’s education 

. system from one based on inputs, such as seat ime, to one based on performance. 
A statewide Goals and Testing Commission, appointed by the stite board of education, has established 
a set of five test questions to measure the six outcomes. The test was pilot tested by 1.500 students in 
44 schools in 1993. 


In 199], the state Jegistature appropriated $950,000 and in 1992. another $2 million to implement 12 
priorities identified in “Idaho's Strategie Plan -- Schools for 2000 and Beyond.” The Schools 2000 
Committee. which wrote the report. has worked with the Goals and Testing Conintission to encourage 
schools to develop their own strategic plans consistent with state priorities. The plan focuses on 
systemic change and supports a performance-based approach to education, 


The state is supporting these activities through regional workshops on performance-based education 
and through the use of 20 regional and school innovation pilot projects. 


Reform issues 

© Performance-based mithitive 
© Performance assessment 

*  Accountabiltts 


© Chotce 


| Illinois | Three state stitutes are driving education reform in Winois public schools: the 1985 

Education Retorm Act the [988 Chicago School Reform Act and the 199] 
Standards for Schools Act. Pogether. these three statutes: Ch} established state goals for learning im 
fanguage arts, mathematies, science, social studies, fine arts, and physical development and health: ¢2) 
created the THfinois Goals Assessment Program to measure student achievement of the goals in 
language arts (reading and writing). mathematics. science and social studies at designated grade levels: 
(3) shifted the focus of accountability from the district to the school: and (4) reconstituted the school 
recognition system to accredit individual schools on the busis of school and student performance and 
mmprovement of school performance. 


The statutes further call for individual schools to set learning goals. assess student performance. and 
develop and implement mstructional mprovement plans within the statewide parameters and guidelines 
seUby the state board of education, 


Governor Jim Edgar is working to establish “learning zones” Like enterprise zones. which free up 
cconomie aeuVvily within a neighborhood, Jearning zones would coordinate education and human 


services and economic activities within a netghborhood. using the local school as the focus of 
activites A state commission is esptoring the concept 
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Reform issucs 

¢ Performance assessment 
© Governance (Chicago) 
© Accountability 

¢ Workforce skills 

* Re:Learning state 


* Choice (piloting) 


Indiana’s A+ Program for Educational Excellence, passed in 1987, set up a 

performanee-based school accreditation system. The state established the Indiana 
Statewide Testing of Educational Progress (ISTEP). which included testing of higher-level cognitive 
skills. It also established performance-based rewards for schools improving student attendance. math 
and English/language arts performance, and average ISTEP scores across grade levels tested. 


The House Enrolled Act 1695. passed in the 1993 legislative session, changed the timeline for ISTEP 
implementation, so it will be administered for the first Gime in 1995-96. ISTEP will include a !Otk- 
erade “Gateway Test.” first used for students graduating during 1997-98. Students who fail the 
Gateway Test may appeal the results on the grounds that they do not accurately reflect the student's 
achievements on required skills. Students who fail the English/language arts or the mathematics 
requirements of the test must take high school courses in the subjects they fail, The new test is to 
include multiple-choice, short-answer and performance-assessment secuons. The Gateway Test is part 
of a workforce initiative that wall direct students toward academic or vocational-technological 
preparation after 10th grade. 


Senate Enrolled Act 65, also passed in the 1993 legislative session, allows high school juntors and 
seniors to cam up to Wwo credits toward high school graduation for community or volunteer service. 
Students and comnuinity -service organizations must apply for school permission to receive credit. dn 
addition. students must work at least 48 hours for each credit, and the school must supervise and 
evaluate the work. 


Earlier legislation established the Indiana 2000 program, which granted schools waivers from 
regulations. The Worktoree Development Act set up a task foree to work on new standards and 
assessment procedures. The state has established a teacher professional standards board and is 
implementing a performance-based accreditation system, developed by the Indiana Department of 
Education. 


State Re:Learning efforts have focused on reconciling ongoing reform strategies. These activities have 
linked higher education, business and industry and groups developing workforce skills. 


Reform issues 

¢ Performance assessment 
¢ Accountability 

« Workforce skills 

e Re:Learning state 


¢ Professional dev clopment oO” 
ue 
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‘Towa The lowa Omnibus Educational Improvement Act of 1987 required school distriet 


boards of directors to adopt student achievement goals for mnprovcinent in education 
skills at each grade level. 


More recently, lows chief state school officer delayed state work on performance based edtieation 
because of the lack of public and political support for a performance- or oulceme-based refotay The 
state board had passed a proposal with nine fearning goals. Lowa also has schoob choice, as well its 
limited postsecondary open enrollment, allowing high school students to attend mstitidons of higher 
education prior to graduation when appropriate. 


Also, fowa recently rewrote the special education rule in the state’s administrate code. A renewed 
service-delivery system calls for site-based decisionmaking, meaning fb assessment. frequent program 
monitoring and improved parent paruerpation, 


Reform issues 

* Accountability 

¢ Workforce skills 
¢ Choice 


e New Standards Project 


Kansas In 1993, the Kansas State Board of Education raised the basic-skills scores required 
for certification of teachers. “Phe new certification requirements complement teacher 
education admission standards approved earlier by the state board of regents. 


In 1992, the Kansas State Department of Education adopted plans for “Quality Pertormanee 
Accreditation.” When fully developed. schools will mdentify: performanee outcomes that all students 
Will be required to meet lor hreh school graduation. Assessments will be performance-based, 


In addition, school accreditation will be ted to suceess tn reaching their outcomes, plus LO deste nited 

by the state. Each of these outcomes is accompanied by standards and indicators to help tdenuts 

School progress toward the outcomes. Schools must evaluate themselves and report progress to receive 

State funding and to remain accredited. In 1993-94. 250 districts were involved: by 1994-95, all 

districts Will begin the process. “The outcomes are: 

I. Teachers establish high expectations for learnme and monttor student achtesement throne h 
multiple assessment techniques. 


- 


Schools have a basic mission which prepares the learners to five. learn and work ma global 
sociely. 


3.) Schools provide learning activities within an orderly and safe environment witch ts conduerve fo 
learning. 


4.0 Schools provide instructional teadership which results in improved student performagee im an 
effective school environment. 


5. Students have the communication skills necessary Co tive. learn and work ta global secrets 
6. Students think creatively and problem solve ta order to live. learn and work ina global saciets 


7. Students work effectively both independently and in groups tn order te dive. learn and work tm a 
global society. 


2C 
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8. Students have the physical and emotional well bem necessary to live. learn and work in a global 
society. 

9. ALL staff engage in ongoing professronal development based on the outcomes identified in the 
school-improvement plan, 


10. Students participate in lifelong learning. 


Stiff development ts left up to local districts and schools to design, but increased staff development is 
one of the school outcomes (0 be measured for accreditation. “These progranis will be outcomes-based. 


Reform issues 
* Performance assessment 
«Accountability 


*  Performance-based initiative 


<7 "TDs Lea Sen, KE a af, Fe 3 tg C a a ca Per Gos : 
Kentucky The Kentucky education Reform Act (KERA) of 1990 came about after the courts 


declared the entire Kentucky education system unconstitutional, Going beyond the 
plainaffs” call for equalized funding in the ste, KERA resulted in major reforms on many levels. 
Funaing has been largely equalized as a result of the reform, and the state Board for Elementary and 
Secondary Education has been charged with developing and implementing a statewide, primarily 
performanee-based, assessment program. The assessment system is to be based on measurable 
outcomes defined by the Counce on School Performance Standards, created by KERA. 


KIRA also required the state board of education to establisit a systent to determine successful schools 
and dispense appropriate rewards and sanetions, as well as to determine “schools in crises.” The 
reward system ts to be based on the following: (1) a school is to be the unit of accountability; (2) 
school success is to be determined by measuring mmprovernent on the state assessment over a Wvo-yvear 
period; (3) a school is to be rewarded for increasing the proportion of successful students, including 
those students who are at risk of school failure; (2; a threshold level for school improvement is to be 
established for each school to determine the amount of success needed fora school to receive a 
reward; (5) the threshold definition must establish the percentage of increase required ina school’s 
proportion of successful students as compared to its present proportion. Schools closer to having 
100% success will have a lower percentage increase required, 


The Kentucky Instructional Results Information System Student Assessinent (KRIS), part of KERA, 
tests Students in grades 4.8 and 12. It has three components: (1) a transitional component paralleling 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). This component provides national NAEP- 
like comparisons and consists of commonly administered muluiple-choice and open-ended tasks and 
matrix-sampled multiple-choice and open-ended tems (reading. writing, math, science and social 
studies); (2) performance-based events consisting ef “on-demand” tasks administered on a specific date 
inthe school with the assistance of an outside facilitator in math, science and social studies; (3) 
portfolio assessment, currently consisting of a writing portfolio. Other areas will be included shortly. 


KERA also required that student assessment be primarily performance-based by 1995-96, 
Performance-based events ind portfolio assessment components will be expanded to include reading 
and interdiserplinary studies. The portfolio assessment component will be expanded to include math 
with developmental work tn practical diving and vocational education and the humanities and arts, 
Initial results from the 4th, 8th and 12th grades were reported this year. 


ECS Clearinghouse — Page 22 


2% 


o_ 
ERIC 


KERA also extended carly childhood education, provided for family resource centers and extended 
school services. One result of the extended school services and after-schoo! and Saturday programs 
has been higher grades among participating students. 


Under the new state funding formula, professional development is receiving $25 per student per 

teacher. Due to delays in the development of criteria for technology acquisition, and slower than 
anticipated planning for its implementation, the tmproved technology envisioned under KERA is 

lagging behind the other clements of reform. 


KERA also established an Office of Education Accountability within the state legislature. The unique 
office is to designed to investigate mismanagement. fraud and other related preblems across the state. 
ind it can initiate legal action against offenders. 


Kentucky also received a five-year, $9.6 million National Science Foundation (NSE) Statewide 
Systemic Initiative grant. Under the grant, “the Partnership for Reform Initiatives in Setenee and 
Mathematics will ensure that all Kentucky students will have the Knowledge, understanding and skills 
to participate in a technology-based 21st Century. Through this endeavor, there will be an increase in 
literacy and numeracy, educational participation -- especially among minorities, women and 
economically disadvantaged persons --- and the public's valuing of education,” according to NSF state 
profiles. Activities include: professional development, identifying and supporting models for reform, 
and implementing a comprehensive communication strategy. 


Reform issues 

* Performance assessment 

¢ — Performanee-based initiative 

e Accountability 

* Choice (for schools determined to be in crists according to test results from the KERA reforms) 
© Governance 

* National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 

* New Standards Project 


© Equity in school funding 


The Louisiana reform bill approved in L988, Act #659, under a section called 
School Excellence, provided for establishment of a standardized data-collecuion 
system. The department of education was charged with collecting the following information: 1) 
results of all state-required tests; (2) composite and subtest means for college-bound students, 
meluding ACT scores and mean scores for students enrolled in the core college-preparators 
curricuhiny, 63) numer of Natronal Merit Scholarship semi-finalists: (4) dropout rates; (5) student and 
faculty attendanee tates; (6) graduation rates: (7) number of students in advanced-placement classes; 
(8) mumber of teachers by type of teaching certificate and other eredenttals, 


guisiana 


The departnient of cducation also was required to prepare and produce annual progress profiles on 
every public school and school district in the state. 


Ih addition, foumidna received a five-sear, $10 million National Serence boundation (NSE) Statewide 


Ssstennie Initiative grant At the heart of the Loursiana Systeme Intatives Program (haSdP) tsa 
“standards based Classroom teform of grades 4-8 mathematics and science. Consistent with evols ing 
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navional standards. LaSIP recognizes that long-term reform involves a massive change of school and 
Nigher education culture. at all devels. toward eritcal thioking and problem solving and away trons rote 
learning and memorized algorithms. LaSIP as seeking to help remvent protessional development tor 
teachers consistent with this vision of the fiture.” says NSPS state profiles. Acusities melide 
educational technology and networkiig, regional partnerships and information dissemiaaion for public 


AWUTENESS, 


Reform issues 

© Perfomance assessment 

*  Accountibilits 

© Postsecondary open enrofiment 


© National Science Foundation Statewide Systeme Inthative grant 


* Maine Maine's Common Core of Learning. developed by a governor-established commission 


m 1990. Jays out the knowledge. skulls and attitudes that all students are expected to 
acquire in four disciplinary categortes. The four areas are: personal and global stewardship. 
communication, reasoning and problem solving, and the human record. These four areas cover the 
traditional subject areas of social studies. applied technology and vocational education, creative and 
performing arts. English language arts. foreign languages, human growth and development. 
mathematics, and science and technology. 


A subsequent document. Success Begins with Education, provided further detail regarding how to 
implement the Common Core. including 15 goals. The goals deal with: 


1. Common Core of Learning outeomes 
2. Certificates of initial mastery for high achievement 


Variety of transitional learning environments 


ed 


Criteria for school success: equity. quality, mastery and school-to-school or school-to- work 
transition 


S. Measuring school success 

6. School accountability 

7. Change and innovation at the school site 
8. Preparing tomorrows educators 

9 Building capacity in today’s educators 
10. Success through technology 

1}. Readiness to learn 

12. Parents as partners in educatton 

13) Parent choice of public schools 

14 Communities as partners mn education 


15, Making employers partners in education. 


Maine's educational assesstnen€ rises: performance tasks th all academic subjeets in grades 4. 8 and 1. 
‘The assessments were developed by Maine educators and the Maine Department of Ikdueation. Open- 
ended responses are scored by external consultants. Writing sections are persuasive and narrative 
scored by a contractor im conjunction with teachers, Assessment of small groups ts being piloted. 
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In 1993, the Maine legislature passed Chapter 209, which strengthened the state board of education 
and created a task force to help the board restructure education. The task force is to produce a five 
year plan for outcome-based education in the state. with recommendetions due in 1994, 


Maine also received a five-vear, $10 million National Science Foundation (NST) Statewide Systemic 
Initiative grant. Under the grant, "Maine envisions people working together. Teachers, parents and 
other community figures provide models of lifelong learning to children, with parents and teachers 
coordinating opportunities for children’s learning. Schools are laboratories for learning: and 
exploration and are structured to reflect the reat world. Professionals join with local educators and 
public figures to achieve common goals for eduction.” according to NSF stale profiles. Activities 
include: “Beacon Sites,” with a facilitator at schools to help with development and dissenmnition of 
methods and materials: summer apprenticeship programs; science and mathematics acadenties for K-12 
teachers; and collaboration with higher education. 


Reform issues 

© Performance assessment 

* Performance-based initiative 

© Accountability 

© Curriculund frameworks 

* Governance 

* Workforce skills 

*  Re:Learning state 

* National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


* New Standards Project 


The Public School Improvement Act of 1985 inchided provisions for school and 

: S district evaluations: curriculum assessments for students in selected curriculim 
areas at three grade levels: and basic-skills tests in reading, writing and mathematics at three grade 
levels. The act's purpose is to identify students in need of remedial instruction. 


The Maryland School Performance Assessment Program assesses progress toward curricular outcomes, 
Teachers develop and score the assessments with consultants and the state department of education. 
Integrated reading, writing, kinguage arts and math performance assessments have been piloted in 
grades 3. 5 and & Functional tests are required for graduation, including reading. writing, math and 
social studies in grades 9 through §2. 


Reform issues 

© Performanee assessment 
© Accountabilits 

* Workforce skills 
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The Massachusetts Educational Reform Act of 1993 required the board of 
education to produce internationally competitive statewide content standards. 
The standards will be reviewed every two years. Additionally, the board ts to create curriculum 
frameworks. which will be designed to ensure academic excellence and bring curriculum up te 
international standards. The frameworks also will be reviewed every two years. 


Massachusetts 


The board also will create assessments that will include work samples, projects or portfolios. 
Assessments will be administered at grade TQ and at least two other grades as determined by the 
board. The board will publish results of statewide assessments within six months of administration. 


The board also is scheduled to adopt Certificates of Initial Mastery, which will ensure proficiency in 
core subjects. Certificates of Advanced Mastery will be designed to measure exemplary perforniunee, 
and Certificates of Occupational Proficiency will demonstrate proficiency in at least six occupational 
fields. 


The new bill's reporting mechanisms provide parents with improved information about school 
performance to help people choose schools. The legislation also provides for the secretary of 
education to approve up to 25 charter schools in Massachusetts, to be dispersed geographically. 


The 1993 legislation also eliminated existing teacher tenure Jaws. Instead, an “inexpensive and 
expeditious system) of arbitration of dismissals before an impartial third party" will be in place. Under 
the new bill, teachers with one year of experience will be given professional teacher status, at which 
time they may be dismissed for inefficiency, Incompetence, incapacity, conduct unbecoming a teacher, 
insubordination, failure to satisfy teacher performance standards or other just causes. Superintendents, 
not school committees. are charged to evaluate teachers and principals against performance standards. 


In 1992, Massachusetts received a five-year, $10 million National Science Foundation (NSF) Statewide 
Systernic Initiative grant. Under the grant, Massachusetts proposes that "all Massachusetts students 
weil have access to the richness of the commonwealth's mathematical, scientific and technologic 
resources and, through hands-on learning. be able to use mathematics and science principles to solve 
problems in their daily lives.” according to NSF state profiles. Activities include: partnerships, 
demonstration sites, curriculum frameworks, professional develapment, preservice teacher preparation, 
telecommunications networks, community outreach, and evaluations and assessment. 


Reform issues 

¢ Performance assessment 

¢ = Performance-based initiative 

© Accountability 

© Choice 

¢ Charter schools 

¢  Workforee skills 

© National Science Foundation Statewide Systenie Initrative grant 


* New Standards Project 
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Michigan Michigan has five major pieces of reform legislation: 


t. State essential goals For subjects 


2.) Michigan Educational Assessment Program in science, math, reading 

3. Public Act 25, which established a model core curriculum 

4. A high school proficiency test, established in 199}, when the state department needed an exit 
exam for grade 11 

5. 


Recent legislation dealing with curriculum and assessment, choice, charters and finance. 


The essential goals and objectives are set for reading, math and science. Each is revised every five 
years, with curriculum experts from the state department of education working with people in other 
areas. The state also has a statewide assessment. Because state aid to districts was tied to the 
assessment, districts put more emphasis on that assessment. 


Public Act 25 provided a core curriculum, which districts could adopt or develop their own version. 
The core curriculum reflects the essential goals and objectives, but states them as outcomes. The core 
includes language arts, math, seience and world studies. Interdisciplinary subjects include lite 
management, vocational preparation, employability, aesthetics appreciation and technology, The state 
relied on inducements to encourage districts to implement the core curriculum. Districts had to submit 
their own model by 19923 or lose a percentage of state aid. 


The high school proficiency test originally called for students to pass by 1997 tests of communication 
arts (reading, writing), science and mathematies in order to get a diploma. That idea since has been 
scaled back. Students who do particularly well on their proficiency test will receive an endorsement 
by subject on their diploma, but students who fail the test will still graduate. 


In late 1993, the state passed legislation preparing for the establishment of a new curriculum by 
1997-98 in eight subjeets. It also established a performance-standard committee to develop pupil- 
performance standards for district consideration by 1995. 


In addition, Michigan its developing new market mechanisms to encourage innovation in schools, 
including charter schools and schools of choice. Central to the recent reform was the reconfiguration 
of school funding. The state’s personal property tax was replaced largely by a sales tax following a 
19904 referendum. 


In 1992, Michigan received a five-year, $9.9 million National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic 
Initiative (NST SSI) grant. Under the grant, Michigan “wall implement a strategie and comprehensive 
reform of mathematics and science education for all K-12 students.” In an effort to achieve scientific 
literacy and mathematical power for all students, Michigan's SST will coordinate existing policy 
initiatives with curricular, leadership and partnership initiatives to support school-based change in 
mathematics and science education, according to NSF's state profiles. Activities include: models of 
effective learning, professional development and dissemination, and communications through a 
speakers’ bureau and materials. 


ye 
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Reform issues 

e Performance assessment 

© Performance-based iniuaiuve 
© Accountabilits 

° Choice 

e Charter schools 

© Funding 


© National Scrence Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative Grant 


Education reform in Minnesota is being pursued vial a new requirement for 

: graduation, Now in its third draft, the “Learning for Success” program was 
originally referred to as the Qutcome-Based Graduation Rule, then the Graduation Rule. While the 
requirement has gone through a couple of significant revisions, as of October 1993, the plan was to 
create a set of comprehensive outcomes and content outcomes at the state level. Local educators 
would determine assessments, which would measure two of the comprehensive outcomes and all of the 
content outcomes, 


The state also has gone froma plan to evaluate students on the basis of three performance levels to 
one single standard. Michigan appropriated $10 million to establish school sites Where teachers can 


work on iniplementing the standards and developing model assessments from which other schools and 
districts could learn ater. 


A. Comprehensive outcomes 
1. Vhinks purposefully 
2.) Directs own learning 

3.) Communicates effectively 

4.0 Works productively with others Gincluding ability to work well with people from chverse 
backgrounds) 

5. Acts responsibly as acilizen (including demonstrated respeet for human differences and 
leadership on behalf of the common good) 


6. Makes lifework decisions (including understanding workforce and societal trends) 


B. Content outcomes 
1. Applies reading strategies appropriate to the material and purpose 
2. Applies writing strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose 
3. Applies speaking strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose 
4. Applies listening strategies appropriate to the material and purpose 
Applies critical viewing strategies appropriate to the circunistanees and purpose 
6. Applies number sense, number relationships and a variety ef computational procedures 
7. Analyzes patterns and funetional relationships in order to solve problems and model 
cause/effect inferactions 
8. Applies concepts of randomness and uncertainty to make predictions and decisions based on 
probabilities 
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9. Applies concepts of shape and space to iustrate and describe the physical world and solve 
problems involving multidimensional space 

10. Apples data-handling and measurement techniques to solve problems and justify conclusion: 

11. Understands scientific inquiry 

12. Understands relationships between living things and their environment 

13. Understands the phy sical world 


I. Understands the relationship among earth's physical features and people across cultures and 
time 


15. Understands the past and continuous development of societies and cultures from diverse and 
global perspectives 

16. Understands the utteraction of people and economic, political and governmental systems 

17. Understands stewardship for the environment 

18. Understands the meaning and diversity of artistic expression 

19. Understands technological systems and applications 

20. Demonstrates abilities to integrate physical, emotional and social wellness 

21. Understands the effective management of resources in a household, business, community and 
sovernment. 

22. In another language, applies listening strategies appropriate to the material and purpose 

23. In another language, applies speaking strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose 

24. In another language. applies reading strategies appropriate to the materials and purpose 


25. In another language, applies writing Strategies appropriate to the audience and purpose 


In addition to developing the new graduation requirements, the Minnesota Legislature authorized funds 
to the Minnesota Department of Education for the development and piloting of “curriculum 
frameworks” that will include ways to assess student progress on each outcome. The process is to 
culminate ina graduation rule that will become effective in 1996 for the graduating class of 2000. 


The Minnesota Statewide Essential Learner Outcomes assessment, which is tied to the new graduation 
requirements, includes enhanced multiple-choice questions to measure higher-order thinking skills in 
mathematics, writing samples and literature passages to assess reading. 


Every district must have a committee composed of community and school-based personnel to evaluate, 
improve, reevaluate and report assessment outcomes. The assessments are used to establish state 
narms and accountability . 


Staff development tied to the new system is left to disiricts to provide with existing resources. 
However, the 1993 Teguslature voted $10 million to support these activities, with $4.4 million going to 
pilot sites to develop standards, assessments and staff development, 


Minnesota also passed the nation’s first charter schools legislation in 199], permitting enght schools to 
he established. In 1993, the number was increased to 20 statewrde. 


The 1993 omnibus K-12 education finanee bil also mneluded exploration of alternative ways to deliver 
special education services in Minnesota, The legislation authorized [1 districts and one rural special 
education cooperative to fest ways to provide the same intent and quality. of special education services, 
free of rules and mandates that preseribe procedure. 
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Reform issues 

e Performance assessment 

© Performance-hased initiative 
©  Accourtabrlits 

© Charter schools 


¢ Choice 


In Juls 1993, the Mississippi state education superintendent approved a Norm- 
Referenced Assessment Implementation Committee. The superintendent also is 
piloting a techtical-preparaGon program. The 15 pilot sites are implementing the first year’s activities. 
including: goals suggested by the Southern Regional Education Board: contextual teaching in Algebra 
I, Biology and English fs secondary and postsecondary articulation: teacher teams: and career centers. 


Mississippi 


Mississippt BEST. approved in 1990, included a provision to fink high school graduation with 
opportunities for higher education, job training and employment. 


Vhe legislature is exploring ways to expand the state’s accountability system, while the state 
department of education is restructuring to provide more support and assistance and be less regulatory. 


Reform issues 
¢ Performance assessment 


¢ Accountability 


Missouri The Missouri Education Reform and Quality Improvement Act of 1993 established a 


Commission on Performance which is to help the state board implement systemic 
reforms, Through the commission, the state board is to establish no more than 78 academic 
performanee standards that establish the knowledge, skills and competencies students must demonstrate 
to advance through the public education system and become responsible members of society. 

The state board will convene work groups, mostly teachers, to assist in development of academic 
performance standards. The state board also will develop model curriculunt frameworks which 
incorporate academic performance standards and a statewide assessment system which will provide 
maximum flexibility for local school distriets to determine the degree to which students are meeting 
performance standards. Local districts are required to allocate 14% of money received for professional 
development. 


The 1993 act also required districts to report to their community on a district and school basis for the 
Most recently completed year and preceding school vear. Report cards must include information on 
enrollment, attendance, promotion, dropout rates, student-teacher ratios, overall district performance 
and test scores. 


In addition, the fegislation spelled out criteria under which the state may take over academealls 
deficient schools and established a small charter school program in the state. 


Under the 1993 tegistation, schools are also to issue “guaranteed diplomas” in which thes guarantee 
that graduates have attamed baste skills and knowledge. Employers or colleges identifying a Missourt 
Ingh school graduate who has not taken the GED and who ts believed to he deficient in basic skills 
can refer the graduate to any school district or state-approved adult basic education site. Tf the 
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graduate cannot demonstrate proficteney on the GED, the distriet from which the graduate received 
his/her diploma must provide remediation or bear the costs of remediation provided by any Missouri 
school district or state-approved adult basie education program. 


Reform issues 

« Performance assessment 

*  Performance-based initiative 
« Charter schools 

© Accountability 

« Worktoree skills 

« Re:Learning state 

* Professional development 


« New Standards Project 


Montana A joint resolution passed by the legislature last session began a study of 
implementation of school and family service centers which would provide 
coordinated social services at or near school sites. 


The governor also plans to conduct a study of the public perception of school reform needs and a 
survey of business” education concerns. 


In 1991, Montana received a five-year, $10 million National Science Foundation (NSF) Statewide 
Systemic Initiative grant. Under the grant, “the Systemic Initiative for Montana Mathematics and 
Science will restructure mathematics education in Montana through an integrated epproach. In 
addition, science education will consider a non-layer cake approach to integration, All children will be 
able to solve complex problems: will have a vision of the interrelatedness of the world, nature and 
human cultures; and will become lifelong learners so they can adapt to accelerating change," according 
to NSF state profiles. Activities include: creating a mathematics curriculum for grades 9-2 and a 
state steering committee; providing technology grants to 45 diverse schools; training 36 teacher 
leaders: setting up technology Jaboratories on two university campuses; creating an internal 
communications system; and collaborating with the American Indians in Mathemiatics Project. 


Reform issue 


« National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


INS Phe Nebraska Department of Education is developing an alternative to Carnegie 


units which could be used to determine student achievement. The alternative system 
would assess Nebraska students on the basis of what they know and are able to do. rather than on haw 
many classes they attended. 


The Nebraska Center for Excellence in Education, a consortium of public school districts and other 
organizations established in 1979 to promote educational excellence in Nebraska's public schools, has 
a major reform program under way. The program is a 10-year emphasis on school restructuring 
known as “A Decade of Change: Preparing Nebraska Students for the 24st Century.” The 25 member 
districts cach specify what they plan to do in the following areas by the year 2000: 
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1. Audiences. Specify priority audiences for improved or expanded school programs, paying 
particular attention to the increasing numbers of students at risk, the changing nature of the labor 
force and the expanding needs for more early childhood educat on. 


2. Learning outcomes. Define what students should know in terms of learning Outcomes, not Just the 


“i s" into the learning process. 
inputs” into the learning proce , 


3, Measuring performanee. Find valid methods to measure school performance in both quantitative 
and qualitative ways. 

4. Accountability, Specify those areas in which schools will be held accountable for their 
performance, keyed to outcomes. 

5. Betler intervention, Stress better and earlier diagnosis and intervention for students with Jearning 
problems, through what happens in the school and what the school does with parents or other 
responsible adults at home. 


6. Restructuring. Adopt new techniques for organizing and structuring schools, anchored im models 
of shared decisionmaking and stressing community involvement. 


A recent referendum earmarked one-half of the state's lottery revenues for a $7-9 million fund for 
school innovation. The state also has reecived a grant from the U.S. Department of Education to 
develop mathematics and science curriculum framewarks for adaptation and use by school districts. 
The $192,567 grant will be used over three years to create guidelines for improvement of teacher 
education and designs for professional development. K-12 teachers, teacher trainers, school board 
members, administrators, students, and leaders from communities, businesses and industries will 
collaborate on the new curriculum frameworks, 


In 1991, Nebraska reecived a five-year, $10 million National Science Foundation (NSH) Statewide 
Systemic Initiative (SSI) grant. According to NSF state profiles, “The Nebraska SSE is dedicated to 
making available a high-quality mathematics and science education to every student, kindergarten 
through college. Special emphasis will be placed on providing access for women and minorities.” 
Activities include: a K-12 teacher and curriculum enhancement project, a five-part mathematics 
curriculum resouree, practical precollege mathematics, geometry for elementary teachers, electronic 
networking and public-awareness activities. The project involves partnerships among [1 school 
districts, a middle-school curriculum enrichinent program, |2th-grade mathematics course to be 
televised, electronic computer network and a videotape series on integrating technology into K-12 
classrooms. 


Reform issues 
* Accountability 
¢ Choice 


¢ National Science Foundatian Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


Nevada - The Nevada State Department of Education expanded school accountability by 
c D « 


making it easier to compare and share information among schools and districts. In 
particular, data on attendance and student mobility have improved because of increased agreement on 
definitions and uniform data-collection strategies. The improved data have been useful in 
understanding dramatically changing demographic conditions th the state. Schools also must report 
specific information on educational quality and pupil achievement. 


37 


ECS Clearinghouse --- Page 32 


o_ 
ERIC 


The state has devoted resources to decreasing the student-lo-teacher ratio in grades K-3. The objective 
is to achieve ratios of 15 to 1 for all four grades. Currently, class sizes have been reduced in 
kindergarten through grade 2 to the [S-to-1 ratio, and the state is working to extend that reduction in 
size to grade 3. 


In the £993 legislative session, the state passed two pieces of Jegishition on site-based management of 
schools. Assembly Bill #290 set up parameters for what can and cannot be managed by focal schools 
within the areas of instruction, budgets and scheduling. Senate Bill #91 established a mechanism: for 
designating Which schools in the state are going lo be self-managed and operate within parameters set 
inthe assembly bill, 


Reform issues 
« K-23 student/teucher ratio reduction 
¢ Governance 


© Accountability 


: F New Hampshire has created a statewide network for the development and 
New Hampshire dey ; ae eben ul ane 
mplementation of technical-preparation programs mots high schools and 
colleges. Two regional consortia were established in 199], and three other regional support 
organizations help the state's schools implement tech-prep strategies. 


Vhe state department of education ts restructuring to be more of a service and assistance agency. 


Reform issues 
© Accountabilins 


« Workforce skills 


ae ee New Jersex has an “academic bankruptey” mechanism for taking over failing 
New Jersey ee ee ee ae a aaa : 
districts. Since tts adoption in F988. two districts Jersey City and Patterson) 

have been taken over and remain im state control. 


“statewide monitoring and accountability system approved in 1990, and signed into daw in 199], 
expanded the state goals a district must meet to be cerufied. Those goals include reading. writing, 
mathematics, scence and health, geography, hrstory, civics. phys steal education and the arts. The 
system required that the extent to which these goals are met must be based on new state performanee 
standards. A task foree was setup to determine standards and the criteria for their assessment. In 
1902. the New Jersey Board of Education approved a new monitoring system to take effect in FY 
1993-94. This system required districts to set student achievement standards in major subject areas to 
be measured in 4th. 8th and P2th grades. 


Tn 1993, New Jersey received a five-year. STO million Natrona! Scrence Foundation (NSF) Statewide 
Systemic Initrative grant Under the grant, New Jersey wants to encourage “all children to value 
mathematics and science as useful subjects. allowing students to dearn in cooperative and exploratory 
ways 2. integrating the use of technology into learning, eneouraging risk-taking and experimentation 
in K-12 mstruction, developing alternative assessments, strengthening the continuing professional 
development of teachers, raising school expectations and mmproving access to quality instruction for 
females and under represented mmoriues.” according to NSE state profiles. Activities include a K-8 
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program to empower teachers, K-12 structural reform in selected districts. and statewide policy-le vel 
work to improve public awareness and foster activity by the New Jersey Department of [ducation. 


Reform issues 

© Performance assessment 

© Performance-based mitiitive 
© Accountability 


© National Science boundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


New Mexico New Mexico mandated a system of institutional annual report cards in 1990, 


The law (Section 22-1-6, NMSA) required the state education depurnment and 
each of the 88 districts to aunually inforny parents, citizens and public officials of the status and 
progress of education. Some of the mformation provided includes descriptions of exemplary 
programs, student trends, achievement and financial data, and results from the New Mexico 
Department of Education's Quality of Education Survey. 


In 1992. the state board of cducation also approved a set of goals which the state department ef 
education is to carry out. The goals are listed in a “student-centered policy framework for svstemavide 
change,” detailed in a document called “Consolidating Initiatives for Tomorrow's Education” (CITT). 
Eight goils are listed: 


1. Involve all New Mexicans in at shared responsibility for education. 


to 


Provide opportunities which will enable all students to learn. 

3. Establish high standards and high expectations to enable students to aequire the personal qualities, 
vitlues, skills and knowledge necessary to become productive citizens in a multiethnic democratic 
society, 


= 


Seek and reward excellence in teachers and other school personnel. 
Advocate for and seek adequitte resources to support maximum student learning. 


6. Organize resources for systemwide change to prepare students for the future. 


7. Promote, exemplify and implement decisionmiking at the appropriate level, 
8. Assure to the public the integrity of the educational process through program and finaneial 


accountability. 


Under this plan, the state education department has three componcuts for which it ts responsible: 
standards for excellence, competency framework and outcome-based accreditation model The districts 
are left with a selection of tools and guides on how best to implement these reforms. The standards 
support the CITE plan by grouping student outcomes by three categories: Tteracies. attitudes and 
attributes. 


Other legislation passed in 1993, House Bill #888. ailowed the establishinent of up to five charter 
schools in the state. 


In 1992, the state developed competency frameworks. These frameworks provide the foundation for 
designing site-based curriculum so that students can achieve the exemplary outcomes. Values 
expressed include: K-12 articulation and planning: high expectations: widespread responsibility. 
interdisciplinary. developmentally appropriate curricula, equal outcornes: student focus: and saceess for 
everyone. Each framework (art. health, interscholastic. language arts, life, math, modern and classical 
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languages, music. physical education. science and social studies) includes a list of outcomes grouped 
under headings such as knowledge and understanding, development of values. development of shuls. 
general competencies and essential competencies. 


The state department's outcome-based accreditation standards, established in [993, are used in the 
process by a portion of New Mexico districts each year. Districts must complete a self-study and 
submit it to the acereditation (ean coordinator one month prior to the site vist. They use the self 
studies to develop an “Education Plan for Student Success.” The study has five parts: local insights, 
standards for excellence, indicators of success, Jegishative mandates and focus areas. 


The state also is piloting a portfolio assessment program and has legislated decentralized 
decisionmaking. 


In (992. New Mevico alsa recetved a five-sear, $9.9 million National Science Foundation (NSF) 
Statewide Systemic Inthative (SSE) grant. New Mexico's SST envisions “a student-centered, hands-on 
education model that will raise interest in and achievement by all students in mathematics and science 
in grades K-8. 


These efforts will be coordinated with other statewide reform: efforts through a state-level council of 
stakeholders.” according to NSF state profiles. Activities include: work with a council of business and 
educational leadership to clarify its role and help with activities. such as Re:Learning: Comprehensive 
Regional Centers for Minorities and New Mexico Partnership; communications work; teacher 
enhancement, and policy and program work. 


The state's Re:Learning effort has focused on avoiding policy that restricts schools and has assisted im 
the development of cross-unit teams which help restructuring schools m more effective ways. 


In 1997, the legislature passed House Memorial 63. This memorial requested the state board of 
education to coordinite all school restructuring efforts to achieve America’s long-term education goals 
und to work cooperatively with all scements of New Mexico's education system to put forth a vision 
of comprehensive. systemic change. 


Vhe governors education intiatives include a Children. Youth and Families Department which he 
estiblished to coordinate collaborate services 


Reform issues 

e = Performance assessment 

© Performance-based initiative 
© Accountability 

© Charter schools 

©  Re:learning stite 

© National Education Goals 


© National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Imtiative grant 
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New ‘ork: MNew York State adopted a New Contpact tor Leaning in l99t. The conipact isa 


comprehensive strategy for iiaiprovins: piblic elementary. middle and secondary 


cdtteation festdits in the P8980. Some ol the compacts prosistons elude recommendations to define 
desired education results a specifi fens: to dee ise medns of assessment that will gtide aeiaity and 
plomore ACCOMM HIS: invelye teachers and parents in planning and deemronmaking for schools: 
provide focab school districts Wath greater Hexrbeliys to medily education programs inorder to improve 
rosilts. ind: promote closer collaboration between the schools and mstitions of bieher cduention. 


ho suppert the compact a stitewide Curberhimi amd) Assessment Comer was charged with 
recommending destred learning outcomes and a mew assessinent prog to measure progress tow ard 
ther In F892. the council released an inten report called: Auaddare a Learning Ceatercd Crertciution 
tor Learner-Contercd Schools The report provided recommencdhitions im the following kes areas 
student dearning outcomes and standards. CUner Hin Phare works. assessment of student fearnmg and 
SIhured decoumitability: and iaptementition Sere of tie tssies the comlorb expects to aeddress i tts 
Het report are Tks fo CUP ane) Ren ssessiments. prepaintiior of stiidenits for work, feed) for 
Intensive stafh development meeting of eden requirements aida timteftame fer anplementiton 


Another statewide forum created i P99). the bask Peres on Create Career Pathwans far New York 
State Youth. was chuareed woth caliquedie the tiethods trsceb te: prepare Sour peaple for work The 
tisk force’ s P99? report. ddacaten thar Weeks Crcatie: Career Parhways for New York State dour, 
propesed to rephice tte Comrent Cd de itrone stare tre Sart ie rates ited, Heaible sv stem of cdteaton, 
than ad work Phe Puthaaes tepert featuied Cree sequential benchniarks of student progress at 
Career Pathiwaies Corthreate (OPO adesting too student tasters Gf deaderie fiindamentals and crtns 
level workplace SKIS. a tid school diplotia for strident. dentonstiating mastery Of academic. ard 
emplox ability: SKIS besond the catenin fer a OPO ora catrent diploma, nd an eptronal 

Honbae cthuredte Professtotal and) Peclited Certiitoate based an tndustry- and) kibor-detined. eloballs 
compeutnve: standards in spec tite Lrelebs 


In fes P99 report to the fegishabire, New Yorks eavernar called: for imMplementiton of the Pathways 
eeenida and its assimilation ite the Compact 


The New York Board of Regents and the Cirticiium aid Assessment Codneid are working to burther 
define a pedis on workforce preparation Phe nsstes thes wall address inelide determining workforce 
competencies anh sctling standards. tatroducing: students to werk, prowding mstricton and informing 
SEMIS GbOuE Greer. assessipe stitdent progress and prognun ellectiveness. providing stalt 

des cleprient and support miurking student accomplishment aid making connectons among 
plebeosstonats 
In P9O8 Now York recemed a fise-ssean STO million Natienal Sctence Foundation eNSEt Statewide 
Systems Initiative grant) NSTOs state profiles note that under the grant. New Yark State's Urban 
Network Proech CO NPo addresses these essential components of systemic change. hy structure 


adopting VNow Compact for Learning. whieh prowides a framework that enables schools to 
Teste late (20 practices lor chanees to take place in the was mithematios, serence: atte 
technotows aie turehtoand learned ry cultme the cultie which the (NP ts designed to 
stnnttate has us its cere the first princrples of the compact all children can learn and cane stteeeed © 
Nctritres incite research and development en urban parting rships, preservice education and 
INES Ee ld tecauntibility changes 
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Reform issues 

© Performance assessment 

© Accountability 

* Workforce skills 

* National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


© New Standards Project 


a Legislation passed i 1993 required outcomes- based education (OBE. The 

- North Carolina : Mi ou 
leeistature setaside $3 meflion for nine disttiets to esperment with the 

program. Thalso established a State Idueation Standards and: Accountability Commission te “Locus en 


setting standards for what ehildrea should Know and be able to de inorder to be compettive it the 
workforce of the future.” 


Statf development must be paanned to “develop understanding of OBE concepts, telited toles and 
necessary changes for effective performance, and provide professional growth and improvement within 
and throughout the system.” according to the legislation. AC eriterion-based, consistently applred 
system of assessments, perlormanee standards, student credentialing and reperting matched to exit 


outcomes and proficiencies also is to be developed. 


About $2 million were destgnated for professional development for “retraite teachers to meet the 
current demands for accountibiity and higher standards” and creating a" stitewide network of heh 
quality. integrated comprehensive collaborative and sustained professional development for teachers m1 


school committee leadership and core content areas.” 


In July 1992, the leeastature created the Educational Leadership Task berce “to identify: haw to best 
select. tram. assess and regulate persons to become competent, mous ated and trusted education 
leaders.” “Fhe task force included state board members. members of the Universtty of North Carolina 
bard of governors, legislators, professtonal school professors, local school stat members and officials. 
and business and industry representatives. “The task force was charged with improving school 
leadership with changing roles of principals and adpamistrators, given expanding parent reles in schoo! 
management. [In February 1993) the task force made LO recommendations designed to improve the 
quality of administraters. “The recommendations charged the state board of governors to: 


1 Bring the supply and demand for school admimistraters into better balanee, 


i) 


Redtice the number of preparation programs i the public system by at least 50% 


wn 


Develop a phin to have the varrous campuses compete for authorization to Olen administhater 
Preparation progranys 

40 More stricth apply progran-approval standards fo administrator preparaiens preg rams 

S Change budgeting te cahance resources for leadership development, 


6 bstablish a working commuttee to dddtess selection ertterta 


The task force alse recommended 

7 Tunding of full tune graduate work opportunites for potential leaders 
8. An independent prolessronal standards board for schoo) adminstratien 
9 Thereased professional developrucnt for existiig: administrators 


10) Help for decal education agencies im developing: procedures to hire the Pest quidfied candidates 
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The state also passed fegistation mn 1993 elimimating tenure for principals and administrators and 
increasing funding for early childhood education. 


In 1997, North Carolina reeened a five-year, $7 8 million National Scrence Foundation (NSE) 
Statewide Systemic Initiative grant. Under the grant, “Phe North Carolina Setenee and Mathematics 
Alliance envisions (1) A transformation of science and mathematies instruction into active. inquiry - 
based explorations and problem solving conducted by students and guided by confident and well- 
equipped teachers: (2) all students achieving Success and satisfaction in science. mathematics and 
technology; and (3) all stakeholders aware of and actively involved in the delivery and support of 
excellent science and mathematics teaching and fearning.” according to NSE state profiles. Actstties 
include: school-based support, gender/ethnie access and teacher-tndustry changes. Ten regional 
partnerships will address local needs. 


Reform issucs 

¢ Performance assessment 

¢  Performance-based initiative 
¢ Accountability 

¢ Workforce skills 


«National Science Foundation Statewide Systenue Initiative grant 


North Dakota In 1991, the state legislature directed the state cdueatian supermtendent to 
prepare for the development of student performance standards, assessments and 
participatory school decisionmaking. Since then, guidelines have been released for participators school 


decisionmaking, and a council was constituted to research and prepare for the development of student 
performance standards. 


In addition, the North Dakota Curriculum Council is developing curriculum frameworks which include 
content outcomes and performance standards in math, science. language arts, social studies and library 
media. Development of student assessment models began in 1993, 


The state also bas adopted graduation outcomes which specify that each student will have the ability 
(0: 
1.) Apply concepts, generalizations, processes and strategies considered: impartant to specrfte content 


areds. 


to 


Use comple’ reasoning processes. 

3.0 Work ina cooperative/collaboratiye manner. 
4. Be self-directed ina variety of situations 

S. Communicate through a variety of products. 


% Gather information ina variety of wits. 


The state education department alsa rs exploring ways to issis€ schools i their restructurmyg: efforts 
and to help them implement the new system berng developed. Help rs berg provided through the use 
of technical assistinee staff and consultint services, inservice (raining opportunities, tinaneral 
meentives fram discretionary funds, faciitatiig the mprovement and restructuring efhorts in ather state 
agencies and Watvers to statutes and regulations 
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Reform issues 
«Accountability 
*  Performance-based initiative 


« Governance 


Ohio. Ohio's Omnibus Education Reform Act of 1989, Senate Bill #140. required the state 


board of education to set education performance indicators, measure the perfornianee ol 
school districts and buildings against these indicators and develop corrective action plans for districts 
and buildings deemed educationally deficient. It also mandated assessment testing in grades &§ and 10 
in addition to grades 4 and 6. School districts must report results on a per school-building basis. The 
act codified competency-based education standards that later went into effect mm 1991. 


Senate Bill 140 also started the stale on work creating a new education information management 
system designed to link school, district and state-level information and help people analyze and 
understand educational progress and funding. 


The siune bill directed districts to develop plans for interdistrict and intradistrict choice by the 1993-94 
school year. Most districts developed plans for choice within districts, but declined to become 
involved in interdestrict choice activities, 


In 1992, House Bill #152 established the Ohro Family First and Children’s Cabinet Council, which in 
conjunction with the Governor's Education Management (GEM) Council, directs interagency 
collaboration efforts within the state. The children’s cabinet brings together cabinet-level heads of 
stile agencies. While the GEM council brings together leaders from the Ohio business community. 


The state board of education developed a list of outcomes for 9-P2th grades in reading. writing. 
mathematies and ciazenship | The learning outcomes for each grade and subject are written ata level 
of specificrty that is illustrated by the following 8th-grade writing outcome: 


The student will produce a piece of writing that: 

© Convers a message related to the prompt (topic or description of a situation). 
© Includes supporting ideas or examples 

«Follows a logical order 

* Convers itsense of completeness 

© behibits word choice appropriie to the audience. the purpose and the subject 
*  Inchides clear language 

*  Contuins complete sentences and may contain purposeful fragments 

«  Faxhibits subject verb apreement 

* Contains standard forms ef verbs and nouns 

e  Lahtbits appropriate prunetiatron 

© Patibits appropriate capitalization 

© Contams correct spediingy 


. Is levible 


4. 
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There also is a curricilim framework that features performance objects in grades Ko12. Tn addition, 
the state has a mandated Yth-grade test and a [| 2th-grade proficienes test. Passing the Tatter test rs 
necessary for graduation, 


In 1993) the legislature prohibited the state board of education from adopting ans amendments to the 
minimunr standards prtor to September |, 1995. After that day. no changes can be made tnless thes 
are approved through a@ concurrent resolution by majority of house and senate. dn additian, ans 
standards that have outcomes or deamer standards for curriculum or assessments will be linited to 
issues directly related to student academic performance. Schools may receive state funding. called 
venture capital. to help them) restructure 


In 1991, Ohio recensed a $9 9 nulhion, National Scrence Foundation CONSE) Statewide Systemic 
Initiative grant Under “Project Discovery.” Ohio seeks to “improve educational outcomes i 
mathematics and science by bulding consensus for educational goals. improving education and 
creaung professional development opportunities reaching mathematics and science teachers af levels 
K-16." according to NSF state profiles. Activities include: professional development. regionalization 
of services. networks, use of technology, new approaches to evaluation and assessinent and public 
awareness activiues. Under the proposal, Ohio also will create a framework and process for preservice 
education and sustained professtonal development of math and science teachers: establish eight 
regional centers to be staffed by teams of mathematicnin-scientisvedueators and teacher-leaders: and 
focus on content areas and inquiry-based instruction. 


Reform issues 

* Performance assessment 
© Accountability 

© Choice 

* Interagency collaboration 
e Professional development 


« National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 


Oklahoma's Education Reform and Funding Act of L989 provided tor a 

statewide curricuhin focused on competencies. not courses, and an 
accompanying assessment program. The packige also was designed to increase funding and reduce 
class size. 


As part of those reforms, the state education board in 1997 approved learner outcomes for all grade 
levels These outcomes took effect in the 1993-94 school vear covering the following topics: 

© Language arts 

*  Erformation skills 

© Mathemiatres 

* Science 

© Social Studies 

© Comprehensive health 

© Computer 


° Foren linguage 4 w 
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e Fine arts 
© Technology 


© Business education 


Students will he evaluated at several levels on the basis of learner outcomes “The outcomes 
themselves are erouped into grade-level specific outcomes so that schools have the festbility to design 
and offer classes. School accreditation ts to be based on student performanee an the assessments and 
HCCOMIpany ne, CUrTECUTUIN, 


In 1992, the state board approved a set of rules and procedures for deregifation Under the new 
procedures, school districts or individual school sites roust submit deregulation plans for approval by a 
State department of education oversight group and the board itself “The local school board also ius 
approve the plan, 


Reform issues 
¢ Performance assessinent 
e  Performanee-based imitative 


© Accountability 


| Oregon | The 199} Oregon Educational Act forthe 2bst Century, House Bill #3565, proposed 

an educational continuum from early childhood through the adult learning experience. 
The legisiation directed the department of education (oO lead the efforts while working with other 
appropriate agencies, local school districts and citizens. 


The act included upgraded Statewide Common Curriculum Goals and Essential Learning Skills 
adopted by the state board of education to achieve “the best educated citizenry in the nation” by the 
sear 2000 and “the best in the world” by 2010, A public accountability system will be phased in. 
Including on-site standardization visits. local school-district self-evaluation process, and a statewide 
iiformation and assessment system to monitor school and school-district educatian outcomes. (The 
information and ussessment system wall provide a measure of student achievement m the know ledge 
und skill areas specified in the common curriculum goals.) The act also required an annual “report 
cad” on the state of public schools and expinded early -childhood education opportunities in the state. 


Additionally. the department of education was required to implement an assessinent systent for all 
students. a plan whieh os under development and being piloted at individual schools. “Phat sv stent will 
melude perlormance- based assessment of the know ledge and skills necessary to achreve standards 
leading toa Certificate of Tita Masters (CEM. 


Qrevon is replacing its tladitroaal high school dipfoma with two levels of certification. Students first 
wilhearh a CIM certifying then ability to meet the state determined ertteria Onee the CIM ts 
completed, students Wil select a sabyject focus and a program designed to prepare thent for entry inte 
the workforce or postsecondary education Centering ther work on the option thes prefer, students 
will work toward a Certificate of Advanced Mastery (CAM), 


Students who have recened a CIM mas attend aay public education institution that presides a 


progtam deadiag to achievement ola CAM, a college preparatory: or deadenue prolesstonal techincal 
endorsement ot both. and whieh meets site board ef education requirements 
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Beginning in 1997, cach school district will be required to institute programs that allow students to 
qualify fora CAM with college preparatory and academic professional technical endorsements. 


The CIM outcomes are grouped ander core applieations for living and foundation skills. The 11 
OuUtcaTHes are: 


A. 


Core applications for living 


to 


"A 


oe) 


Deliberate on public sues which arise in our representative democricy and in the world by 
applying perspectives from the social setences. 


Understand diversity and communicate ina second language. applying appropriate cultural 
norms. 


Interpret human expertence through Tterature and the fine and performing arts. 


Apply sctence and math concepts and processes, showing an understanding of how thes atfect 
the world. 


Understand positive health habits and behaviors that establish and tmamtain healthy 
interpersonal relationships. 


Foundation skills 


0. 


ae 
i 


s, 


Think critically. creatively and reflectivels ino making decisions and solving problenrs 
Direct his or her own learning, including planning and carrving out complex projects. 


Communicate through reading, writing, speaking and listening and through an integrated use of 
visual forms such as symbols and graphic images, 


Use current technology. including computers. to process information and produce hreh-qualits 
products. 


Recognize, process and communteate quantitative relationships 


Participate asa member of a team, including providing leadership for aches ing eoats and 
working well with others form diverse backgrounds. 


Progress toward the CAM is to be pursued via six different strands or individual mayors selected bs 
students after thes have earned the CIM. Within each strand there are fo be opportunities for working 
toward either a school to school ora school to work transition. “The six strands are: 


+ 


Arts and Communication 


Business and Management 


Health Services 


Human Resources 


Industrial and Engineering Systems 


Natural Resource Ss stems 


Reform issues 


Performance assessment 


Pertormiannee-based initiate 

Workforce skills 

Accountability 4 m 
é 


Govermance 
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¢ New Standards Project 


Education reform regulations for the Pennsylvania Departinent of Education 

. were revised m 1993 to require clearly stated student learning outcomes and an 
authentic, Varied system of assessment of those outcomes. The assessment system will provide parents 
and the conmmunity a measure by which schools and school districts may be held accountable for their 


students’ achievement, not only of the outcomes, but also of the highest possible performance 
standards. 


The regulations define six “common core goals” Owhich with not be used for student evaluation, but 
Which will be used to inform curriculum and instruction) and nine “academic goals.” The nine 
academic goals are accompanied by S53 student learning outcomes required for high school graduation. 


The non-evaluated common core goals are: 

1. Self-worth 

2. Information and thinking skills 

3. Learning independently and collaboratively 


4. Adaptability to change 


1) 


Ethical judgment 


~ 


Honesty, responsibility and tolerance 


The 53 dearning outcomes are grouped in the following academic areas: 
1. Communications 

2 Mathematics 

3. Science and technology 

400 knvironment and ecology 

SS. Citizenship 

©. Arts and humanities 


7. Career education and work 


x 


Wellness and fitness 


9, Home economics 


The reforms will establish clear expectations for students, teachers and schools. and a new testing 
program will evaluate student progress on academic subjects. The Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment will provide parents and the community with information on how well the schools’ 
programs are helping students achieve. In addition, Pennsylvania will measure its success nationally 
by participating in a multi-state assessment system. 


State-level reform currently is focused on matching the teacher certificauion requirement (Chapter 49) 
to the new dearner outcomes. 


The RecLearning effort in Pennss lvania has focused on poles around eradiation requaements, 


assessmen! pritciices, site-based management und development of a new nussion, the later by helping 
the state department of education unify across bureaus, 


c 
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Reform issues 


© Performance-based initiative 
© RecLearning state 
© Accountability 


© New Standards Project 


Fanuilies must lave 
an income of fess than $18,000 per year to be eligible for the grants which can be used at any public 
or private school, Students cannot claim a veucher to transfer from one private school to another. and 
private schools may not have more than 50% of their students using vouchers. The stile set aside S10 
million for the vouchers in 1993-94 and plans to increase that incremental to $30 million by 1997, 
The plan is being challenged in the courts. 


“ Puerto Rico In September 1993, Puerto Rico passed a voucher bill, granting a S1.S00 
voucher to quadified families with students in grades 2 12. 


In June 1992, the legiature approved site-based management i some scheols. lmplementation ts to 
take five years, with YO of the island's 1,650 public schools involved by January E994, 


Also in 1992, Puerto Rico recemed a five-sear, SEO million Nagonal Science Foundation ONS1] 
Statewide Systemic Initiative grunt. This grant. according to NSIS state profiles, focuses on: c1)) 
iMproved teaching of science and mathemaues to build the screntifie Hteracsy of all students. (2) 
curriculum aimed at developing depth of understanding and integration of knowledge by building 
students” higher-order thinking skills and motuvation, (3) empowered teachers, (4) authentic assessment 
of teaching and learning hased on performance and outcomes, (3) systemic assessment and 
accountability and (6) greater autonomy at the local level. -vetivities include: K-12 curriculum 
development. teacher empowerment and preservice trang reform, technology - based communicator, 
spectral awards. scheol empowerment, authentic assessment and systemic assessment and 
accountability, 


Reform issues 
© Voucher 
* Governance 


© National Sctence Foundation Statewide Svstemte tutiaitive erant 


Rs In 1992. Rhode Island's 21st Century Education Conmiusston released Aduearmre 
Rhode Island oe fe 2 eens 
AH Our Children, describing the state's cducation system and making 20 
recommendations under sit strategies. The broad strategies for creating and miuntamimng an excellent 
and equitable education system included: 


].) Achieving excellence for all Rhode Isfand’s students, through a departunent-created tfrime work 
reflecting 2] st-century outcomes: department of education reform to reduce unnecessary regulation 
and provide waivers: and development of new accountability structures, including statewide 
standards and benchmarks for student outcomes, performance-based and portfolio assessments 
supporting those outcomes, and sanctions and incentives for varving levels of performance 

2 Organizing and governing Rhode Island schools for improved teaching and learning, through 
shared decisionmaking, ongoing improvement processes, redesigning the role of school governance 
committecs, reorganizing (he state department of education, and improving the way in which the 
state legislature addresses education sues, 
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3. Strengthening a system of professtonal development. 

4. Linking education and soci services for children and families through better use of the Children’s 
Cabinet: establishment of Child Opportunity Zones, which would designate schools as special 
zones and enable them to provide more social services: encouragement for existing organizations 
and governmental bodies at different levels to work together and coordinate the delivers of 
services; and increased funding for preschool experiences for all at-risk students and their parents. 

5. Vinaneing the education system by inereasing the state contribution to at deast 60 of the cost. 
developing a guaranteed student entitiement program, inereasing equity in state atd for public 
schools, and reviewing and restructuring special education funding. 


6. Enhancing collaboration through the release of data on “least-cost options plans.” 


Governor Brice Sundlun responded to the recommendations with a series of executive orders 
addressing public school finance. reorganization of the state department of education. development of 
state education standards and aecountability, mechanisms, and coordmation of education and social 


SETVICES PrOVISION, 


The state abso has a "College Readiness Program” wherebs evervone in the state with a high school 
diploma. ora GED. is given access to courses, tutoring and other relited services to help them prepare 
for entrance to the Uriversity of Rhode Eland. Rhode Ishind College or the Community College of 
Rhode Ishand. 


In 1991. Rhode Island recened a five-sear, $9 3 million, National Science Foundation (NSE) 
Statewide Systemie Initiative (SSH) grant. NSE’s state profiles noted. “the Rhode Island SSE will 
increase the effectiveness of K-8 mathematics and science education through a statewide intuitive to 
build the capacity for change in insutuuenalization at all levels of the education system. Change will 
be initiated through collaborative efforts invelving schools, higher education, business and industry, 
and parents.” Activities tnefuded a statewide plan. school improvement teams, professional 
development, community awareness, school access to resources. equity and assessment. In LYO4, NSE 
withdrew support for this grant. 


Reform issues 

¢ Performance assessment 
«Accountability 

© Performance based tninative 


© Rechearning state 


© National Science Foundation Stitew ide Ss stone Enitative stant (suppert withdrawn i (994) 


Curitcului thameworks Ihave been developed as one of South Careline's 
mayor reforms Discipline based frameworks have been completed for 

mnathematies. foreign language and fine ants and released with a large pubhe education campaign 

State testing efforts are bere scaled back from) previous baste-skills testing and: steered: tow wird 

assessments better ted to the new curriculum: frameworks. The state department of cducation also tas 


done extensive work on understanding the changes necessary to mateh offer components af the 
cducation svstent te the frameworks 


Prevrousty. “Parget 2000." passed in 1989, expanded early childhood development programs, telidiny 
support for parents; expanded baste skills improvements in reading, writing, taath and screnees titrated 


00 
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major dropout prevention programs: emphasized greater student understanding of higher-order thinking 
skills and creativity: provided incentives for innovation and high-performance schools: increased 
commitment for a high-quality teacher workforce; strengthened accountability; and developed 
programs to increase business and parent involvement in the schools. 


Act 135, passed in 1993. focused on early -childhood education. “The act required local areas to write 
and deliver five-vear plans on how they phinned to expand early-childhood education in their area. 
Districts are prohibited from only using “pull-out" programs and must include staff development 
programs in their plans. The act also included an innovative programs section and assisainee for 
professional development. School-improvement pkins are to be written by councils consisting of 
people representing the different groups interested and involved in the school. 


Also in 1993, South Carolina received a five-year, $9.6 million National Science Moundation (NSF) 
Statewide Systemic Initiative grant. Under the grant, “South Carolina will provide quality and 
effective learning experiences in science and mathematics to guarantee science and mathematics 
literacy for all people of South Carolina,” according to NSF state profiles. Activities inelude 
strengthening collaboration ind communication and facilitating change. 


Additionally, the state department of education is undergoing restructuring, and the Higher Education 
Commission has been meeting with K-12 education officials to improve the state's policy formukition 
processes, 


Reform issues 

* Performance assessment 

© Curriculum: frameworks 

* Accountability 

¢ Workforce skills 

* National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant 
* National Education Goals 

*  Re:Leurning state 

© Site-based management 


© New Standards Project 


we : : In 1991. South Dakota received a five-vear. $7.5 mation National Science 
South Dakota Ny re te er mage Poe Ieiiet 
Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative grant to address systenie reform that 
would encourage improvement in science, mathematics, engineering and technology education through 
comprchensive reforms in the education systems of the state kindergarten through university. “The 
state's goals for systemie change address: 
} 0 Tittesrating mathematics and science 
2 dates nati mathemmates and science wath written and oral cominunmeation skills, arts education, 
Soctdl studies education and Native American culture 


Y 0 Leaching mathematics and serenee, Kindergarten through university. i a hands-on, inquiry-based, 
cooperative fearing environment 


_ 


Usiie technology teaching effectively and appropriately 


al 


Addressing) mathemabecal and screnttie needs of the underserved 
e 
ol 
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6. Implementing stadent assessment strategies that include performance-based assessment. authentic 
tasks and alternative assessments, such as portfolios and journals. 


These changes are being pursued via competitive grants program, curricular change models, 
postsecondary partnerships, increased communication among people involved, alternative forms ol 
assessment and public relations work. 


The stale also us expanding an existing postsecondary dual-eredit polies. in which students can eam 
both hregh school and college credit for coursework at postsecondary institutions, Use of the Rural 
Development Telecommunications network ts allowing more high school students to take advantage of 
college-level courses not offered in or near their high schools. The two-way video and two-way audio 
system) is expected to serve over SO high schools by fall 1994. 


Vhe state also operates a Teacher Educator/Teacher Mentor program, which served nearly P&S 
participants in the 1993-94 school vear. The program provides stipends for people supervising student 
teachers, as Well as for individuals mentoring first-year teachers. 


The state also is exploring wavs to combine ccononie development opportunities with innovative high 
schools in small rural communities. “Education Counts” is one initauve which fosters school/business 
partnerships. The state also has a technical preparation initiative Involving 80 school systems. 


Reform issues 

* Accountability 

*  keononmte development 

© Postsecondary open enrollment 


* National Science Foundation Statewide Systenie Initiative grant 


The fPennessee Better Schools Program inchides provision of kindergarten for 

a every eligible child in the state; “Baste Skills frst" to help K-Sth graders learn 
essential reading and math skills; “Computer Skills Next” a statewide compitter fiteraey programs that 
introduces a 30-fesson computer literacy course at the 7th and Sth grades. “More Math and Serenee.” a 


requirement of additional math and scence eredit to earn a high school diploma; alternative schools: 
ind career ladders for teachers. 


The Tennessee Education lmprovement Act of 1992 gave the commussroner of education authority to 
prescribe a management-information system for the state, The commissioner was to recommend to the 
state board of education rules relating to performance indicators and value-added testing. Performance 
goals are to be set for school systems based on performance indicators adopted by the board. 


The act also required students, prior to graduation. fo pass the Fennessee Comprehensive Assessment 
Program at a specified level and complete an exit exam which measures student readiness for college 
or the workplace. “Phe act mandated a redesign of the high school curriculum to eliminate the general 
education track and replace it with a stronger vocational and aeademie curriculum. 


Teacher assessment ts to be “outcome-based.” mvolving the use of a “value-added” assessment. Under 
this system, teachers will be assessed on the basis of how much learning they have added to their 
Students mn the course of the sear thes spend with them. Progress by students, from one sear to the 


next, will be the measure of effective teaching. Progress by students in cach class will be used to 
mec 


’ 
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ECS Clearinghouse — Page 47 


ERIC 


evaluate teachers, as well as school progress toward estublished performance standards. Schools and 
teachers that fail to make measurable progress on the assessment can be placed on probation, 


Reform issues 
e  Perlormanee issessment 
© Nccountabrlits 


© Chatee 


Texas’ The Tesas Education Improvement Act of 199] attempted to provide am equalized 
funding formula. incenuve funding for high performance schools, performance goals 
for school districts, value-added assessments, ungraded K-3. waiver of state rules to allow site-based 


decisionmaking in up to eight districts and school choice. However, the court found the equalization 
of school taunding aspects of this plan unacceptable. 


The state currents is attempting to sete a school finance Taw sure through anew model Prestous 
satutions to the state's school finance problems have not been acceptable to the courts. “Phe most 
recent solution involves having districts with higher spending share their resources with districts wath 
fewer resources or amend their districts to include new areas. 


Outside of school finance, the state passed accountability legislation in 1993. The new sv stem 
includes: development of an annual performance-based assessment, exitlevel exams for high school 
Students, school report cards, and rewards and sanctions related to accreditation for high- and low - 
performing schools. The legislation will sunset the existing education eode in fall 1995, at which 
point the commissioner of education is required to submita new code. 


The state also is changing the state department so that it can provide more technical assistance. 
Assistance capacity in the state department is being shifted to regional service centers, and the focus of 
department activibies will be, not on program areas buton geagraphic areas, Consequently, state 
department staff must become generalists, not specialists, 


The state also has allowed waivers for school improvement, with 727 issued for staff development in 
1992-93. Schools can reduce student contact days and conduct professional development training 
instead. While waivers are avatlable for up to 1S fewer days, most schools do not ask for more than 
thes had before recent reductions. Previousty, five professional development days were funded. 


In 1992, ‘Texas recenved a five-sear. STO million National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic 
Initiative grant. The orginal program is undergomg redesign, and a revised profile will be available in 
1994, 


Reform issues 

e Performance assessment 

®  Accauntabtlity 

« Worktorce skills 

¢ National Setence Foundation Stitew ide Systemic Initiative grant 


© New Standards Project 


cr 
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Utah In 1992, the legistitury enacted House Bill 162. which encouniged local school districts 
to conduct strategie planning for the lone tery neprovement of edieation. “The 
legistation stated: that itawas the state's poligs to “expect that parents shall provide a home 


environment that values education and send thet children to school prepatecl to learn” Phe 
legislation: 


1. Encouraged emplosvers to support parental involvement te sc haols 


2. Required school districts to develop plats to iiplement a comprehensive sy stein of aecouttabalits 


based on students’ demonstrating competences a requited shils and misters: of required 
Knowledge: develop technology plans. raplement public: schook chotee programs: establish 
Strategie phinning at district and school levels. is well as site-based decmion making: and ively 
bustness and idastrs throneh partnerships, 


Pieotniged: schoals an distiicts to subait proposals for warvers to rules or policies 


Po Required) each distuict and) school to report torts patrons, with reporting involving teachers, parents 
dnd the cornnniintty at haree 


Persupport these actiides, Ue leyistature dieetedh the: state education departinent to develop and 
dissetiniite mode b Conterhiin, cenduet a pubhe awareness program on competenes based education, 
lepert an stitewide progress, disseminate sticcessful site based decisionmaking models to other distrets 
abd schools, and revise teacher certification requirements duaich school wis encouraged to establish a 
school commiimty council ieliding teachers, chassiiied employees. the prmetpal er principal's 
destvnee. parenth Gh students. meiabers of the comminity at large and. where appropriate, students. 


I POOR) thromed Potse Ball TOO) the state setup the Centennial! Schools Program, through which a 
(isto could) deleate fo ai mdi idtiah school the wuthornts to make decrions regarding teacher career 
Madders. tecdinotows ii the cChassroein chiss size and ane ether area destgnated: im the school board's 
aseetnerth  Selectedl steels recere So.0N0, plus S20 per student. based on the school’s average [992 
OP aly tuernber stays 


Phe shale alec cvotved an eal etadtatien meentives Students who eradate before the ond of 
Pthoetade Gre etraibte for tiie tab assistance mod Cth public college. anmversity. community: college. 
dre Vector certer en av other publr tistitutram am the state Te school that gradiates the student 
reeves oat percertiise eb the tate martes ab world have recemved Tad the student remaiicd i sc bee! 
HELD COnphe tie aE tte nee ssaiy Camrse wotk 


POe stale eoueritaent alse This set aside finds fer sane prevention and intervention programs i the 
schools aid ctferts te plan teclinelossy developient at the scheok and district levels 


Reform: issies 

© Porbortaliee assess iitent 
* Choe 

© Gowciniinee 


© \ccomttabilits 
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Vermont. Vermont bus ded the drive tn IMplement parttolto Assess TENE a bactot that has 
garneted much media attention. However. the state's reform cfhort started: wath the 
Vermont Conunen Core, created in F989 and revised several) times since then, Heerponaing feedback 


from ever 4.000 people, with public and teacher involvement. ft was adopted be the Stite Bait of 
[education im P9934 


The Common Core meludes four “Vital Resilt..” detaring whit rs expected of students in 
comMuUnCabOn, teasciiie ahd: problent selving. personal development and seca) responsibility. la 
dddition, “Ptelds ef Rao wledee outlines expectations im sctence. mathematies and technology. arts and 
humanities. sQcnil scenes and ernersine fields of Knowledge. The Common Core gocs on to lst 
Vermont’s “Core Principles ot Leanne learning will be balanced. learning opportunities will be 
equitable. dearmime will be active: deatiige will conneet disciplines. and fearning wall happen ina 
Valticty of witys 


Vermont abso is creating cunsioiiii Harmeworks based on the Common Core. These tramewarks vl 
“eutde” Toca carriculuim developiicnt Vernon: ts committed to integrating tradstional disciplines 
Within the new curtreulim  Phiec aeadenme commissions consisting of people from outside the state 
cdtreation department dre working On CHlcuhimn frameworks am science. math and technolegs: arts and 
humanities: and social sciences 


The Common Core alse dist’ (Core Principles of Assessment: which are gomg to be used te help 
improve the portfolio assessment i the state. The Core Principles are assessment is a kes part of 
education. assessipent will be as authentic as possible, assessment Sul be tarry assessment will be 
destened to give Valtrable results. assessment results will be used responsibly | and assessment will be 


monitored 


Pechelpinplernent the pertlolio assessment. teacher networks were established in erg ht regions te than 
teachers on how te use portfolios, provide support and convene scorers The porttalia assessment hits 
been desctibod as at “teacher-run system.” meaning that teachers do ines of the work designing, 
scone ind developing the aew assessment sv stem. 


Vermontts actively reforming the education system on several other issues as well. Phe state ts 
rnowiis loward a statewide teacher collective burgamung unit, has begun evtensive work on 
oolhiboration benween the education and bealth and human service agencies rip the state, is working 
Haden fall ine dision of special-education students and has worked te reorsaize the state department 
ebedneatien Thaddition, Vermont is designing a deregulation system that would: prastde “bhinker” 


saiveds fot schools contracting ta achieve performance goals 


fn P92) Vermont recened a five-svear, S96 million National Science foundation ONSE a Statewide 
Svsterme Tntative SShi grant “The geal of the Vermont SSP ts to referin the educational sv stem. 
in tadipe cuiriculim, teacher preparauion and: trang. assessment, school structures and visti ten, 
Od daternids. se that adh students gain tnereased: science. mathematies and technology skills. 
decotdiie to NSE state profiles Nctvitees tnelide the state board and Agenes for Developineat and 
Csgmmnits Mffairs establishing an dnstrtite for Mathematies, Sctence amd Pechnologs. statew te 
Curetathim intensive professtonal developinent. redesigning colleee scence. math apd tec hnolous 
Coliises, Pelformunce assessments. and stile wide telecomputing network Tinting schools. busmess anil 
bisher cdtreation 
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Reform issues 

© Performance assessment 

© Performance: based: citniis ¢ 

© Workloree skills 

© Chore cenited: 

e  Natonab Scenes Perndation Statewide Svstenite Tnrthatiee grant 


© New Standards Proyeet 


Ve ngtns. Virinies Commen Core of bearing was passed by the state board mt Mfas POo8, 
Vitginia ; me ie. | 
ind the state ds plana Co create a new assessment to match i Recently, 
Oppesition to rsies ef Values and sell estecnt berg tnvelsed an the performance -bised sv stent led 


former Governor), Doteles Wilder to withdraw support for the mititive Phe: Curre ne sGitus: of 
related reform initiatives mn Virginia is unelear 


Prior te the governors action to rescmad the Common Core. Virgie s Common Core ef Leaning 
described “the care of essential skills. Know ledge aod attitides that students must aedwuire abd: practt¢ 
inorder ta succeed in school and tn tite Tt detaned: fondanientil skills in thiakiag. problen sels ing, 
communicading, quantisaing and collaborating, essential Kaew ledge ef crizenship. the natural world, 
and caltural and creagve endeavors, and cliedh attitudes towatd responsibility. learning and work 


In l9GT, the Vireinta Boatb ot Tdueation alse pissed the World Chass Padtteader Paitin 7 The 
Hithative’s sodas ta provide al ehildren un the: state wrth quality cultteahern by die veat 200000 The 
HERING thas: four Components 


Poodensatog al students will be prepared: tocenten amd: cartier the skafled: werktorce er to enter 
and complete further aeadenie and tediintedl dietitian 


2 Defining. using the Comioen Core ol bearing as ieenterpres es what al strderts: should: Kiaw 
dad beable tode when thes siadiate. wath ine eriplists on ouppheation ot Kaewledee in the teal 
world) dmplementaten includes stati development. shared decisieniakiis. becor nithen and 
rewards for schools demonstrate sthocess. assrstance tor school in trouble. high esxpectatiens, 
partnerships with businesses, parcu tal divelvaane nt, Col borduon tiene: SOveLANe tal ieene tes 
and child advocates, 


Yo Assessing student outeemes andl draddiie shoots aecotntrble for testits 


S$ Pensuring that all studeats have an epperninity to master the Common Core of | canny 


The state board alse passedia Siston: statement whieh hedd the foflow ine caneeptls as essential the 
Common Cor of Pearning. focus on outeomes, fuphoexpectitnois and fishy stakes. parental and: student 
respernstbihns, and focus en die meas idtad child 


Tn PPO Nana received a fiveevewn, SOO tottion Natlonal Soaenoe Penmbdation ¢NSP oo State wade 
Svstemie Tintitive erant Under the grant. the Commons eadith’s editeation ov stem ts changing: to | 
etitbde al Children te meet the dithaidt deniands cd tevin and workime eblec tively i today ssc rent ite 
dtd techinofordeab saci, according to NSP state profiles Netiitres eidde dead teachers. nes pre 

att tiserviee Uaabine mededs. distri tonal titers, toca edieatiemial deader -hiep/atd nuit ha tive 

SUPP COMMITTNIOS ACHOH, COMMTEITCATOnS Tee litaboes aid assesstie nt 


vl 
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Reform issues 


© PORTA GG ISscoss CHL 

© Pothorinates Parcel pneraitise e- hattrs: tine heain 

x Soak buy skills 

© Nanemil Noletee Pomndiitrer Statewide Swstenie Hath enant 


© Now Starielards Preqeet 


Washingt Worstingtons Pddeateen Relornt legishition eb POO 8 Prgrossed: Substitate: Hearse 


SVE STB P2090 tatses: standards for leaning and holds scheels aecountable to 
help students tolieve the dew standards TE pretmotes (Cea unit) schools and supports nes 
Preshars top werk prepaa tien 


Tho flbadse ostablistedl fos student fearon geal for the state which are te side the work of the 
Counpsstar en Student earnings Plat Cenimissien is te develop | Tssentrab \ Caden Learning 
Roquirctaents and Vssessmmeats ind: clotate requirennents fora Certificate of Marsters Phe five goals 


Po Readh sth Coruprehonsion, soto wath SKE ane) Gonmmmnteate eHecthee Rs andl respenerphy ina 


Ve ah was and Stress 


2 Knew and apply te core Comeephs and proeiples of tathematies. secnal pl sieal and: tte 
scrcnees. histans. scent naplny. ats. ind) healthy and) Ltiess 
Pink analy trolls. dogg and Creative Dy. sind: tnfesnate cs perrence aiel Riot dedise te) fern 
borsenedd filemionts and solve prablesis 

© Poanderstand the daporhince ot werk aid bees perlorntance add decistens: dire tls hee) Paine 
Seer ad cdl tna opporiinities 

7 


laminas tespomsable tndiestdliats aid Centrbuting dnembers ef families, work sneaps aie 
| 


CeTEEVEETEE DLs 


Phe levistaton requires devehoprient ob nese cissessinents that cmiphastze denmenstiatren ot ss la 
students Krew vind are abbe te des Tbe assessments wal crnphasize prrciboa application ab skills and 
rnesiledge  Tinplementathen wilh been rn thie P96 OF Sctreob sea Vs Choa b te cerntibrlny sy stent 
“all preside Pano nab recat es and assistance fo scHeods ind wl atlow ater vention ie Scheels that 
persistently Lar becumipreve stident leamnims Pie Corticde et Miasters: teobe required Ler fiedn sq tied 
ehardooiton. Wall scree oases Cun laits o evidenes te parents. cmiphes ens aid codhe ss tircrals that vi studen 
has hoamenstrated profroenes n essential) shells ind Knew w.edee 0 Phe Coniston an Shideat beans 
Will develop nos academe standards and assessments and the aie ceirataRriity sw stem States rade 


poartorpatbery bs all schools rn the aaa. assessment ss stone wall Dyer i the SHO S0O) sc heed eat 


Noretot select des ushitiee Gompniittee en ealicatnen reba vais: wall revi a BE edit itien Laws aie 


res ocmtnend repealed those haves that tnhrbit student lequiing Tt alse wall monitor progress al the 
Cutnnissten on Stident Leary. the superintendent aid the state beard at cele ainon rn ache cry 
celiigatiene reborn 


Scheel. will preside: pareuts wath sclroeh report card tht de menstiates 1S proebess baw ind iopraved 


leogaue ton abl students 


Tho Cotmmisstnen Student Learning alse is requited te develop progniins for ss hood assistabee tid 
intorscrtbon preenais ahal brine based Perron nae Hee nieve ys 
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PSHB 1209 also included § 400,000 fora Center for the Improvement of Student Learaig. establistied 
within the supermtendent of public instruction’s office to serve as a clearinghouse of imformation on 
sticcesssiif restiuetiimss and: parentil invelyement acuvities, provide research on best practices, develop 
dnd distibrite: matennils. and: provide: iraaming and consultation: seryiees. 


An 2000, the Tegishituire adopted: titerdistict “chore” and postsecondary cnreliment-options prog rains. 


Vel schol disthiets ane required te parterpate i mnterdisttict choice. but are allowed to testric® the 
ntiber of aon resident students thes accept Phe postsecendars options program ieludes all public 
COMMAS titel technical colleees and pass the taitron at secondary rastitutions for students who have 
not vel sradeated tram high school 


Iwoomdfar dctions telited to geverbince atte Under Woty Parst as a condition fer receraing stale 
development finding. school district bowds of directors ane required to develop ae policy to: share 
mstruchonal decisionmaking with seftoal building personnel Vise. decisions teeatding S23 miafien of 
stiff development funding ate te be made bs butlding persennel not school distict central offices 


Reform issues 

© Performuinee assessment 

© Performance Basel miiniive 
© Accountabilits 

© Choice 

© Gowermnattee 


. New Stancbirds Propect 


Phe Woo Vieni State Bowrd ot bdlieatien has approved: parte ipation of lout 


hel scheods tha scheel to work thanstion propect entitled: “West Virsa 
PLUS * The provram tas trele treed studaits comdien them owt research en the skilbs today’s 
emplosers tequibe They then teach then tardies tec tntedte school students 


The state asoors ee pforiiie wae bec rmmpre se He toc hres cavathable un sc heads andl tars few used 
POSOULCeS om dnote be teacher salies  Vssesstuents will be developed: around leading ouleane 
shiterments tobe datted by the stile board 


Refori issues 
© Perbenmance assessment 
© Perborntince: based) iin diyes 


. Vccomntabrlits 


F Me he Woscomsin Department of Public Instarion Pesting Program is berm: 
‘Wisconsin MS ce 
developed: i thtee phases Phase Tinctures: stundardi7ed) debe VeMme nt Fests fo assess 
stidents” Know ledee and SKS ta foot aeadenin ateas  Plese tests were required: far all Sth and) Poth 
eraders beginner the PYG OE scttoel vear Phase TH sill focus on development of penlornnaice 


based measures. andl Phase HD will tie fide a perthotie review process Phases Hand TE shold: be 
ready Fer dplementatien ip the P9986 07 6 heel year 


m™ ¢ 
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The state's 1997-93 budget contamed funding and a postion to develop a 1 Oth-grade “gateway” 
assessment, Which rs to be based on agreed-upon leamer outcomes and wall reqiuire students to 
demonstrate masters of essentiil skills This component also should be phased in by 1996. 


The state has charter schools. and Milwankee has a imique parental-chorce program. In 1993, the 
budget inereased tundme to alow an additional 1000 to 1.500 students to participate in the choice 
program. 


Reform issues 

¢  Berformance-hased miliatve 
© Accountability 

¢ Workforce skills 

© Charter schools 


¢ Choice 


° Performance-based accreditation standards were established an 1990 for elementary 
Wyoming: ‘ ‘ : 


and secondary programs. The same legislation calls for creation of a Cominen Core 
of Skills and Knowledge. The state alse rs establishing untversity-school partnerships to improse 
teacher training. 


In addition, the state department of education is undergoing reorganization, 
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Accountability: 

Mabamia. Arkinsas, Arizona. California, Colorado, Connecticut. Delaware, District of Columbia, 
Ilontdat. Georgi. Pawo ddaho. Hino, Indiana, lowa., Kansas, Kentucky. Loutsiina. Maine. 

Miuars hand. Massachusetts, Michigan. Minnesoti, Missouri, Nebriiskias Nevada. New Pampshire. New 
Jersey. New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota. Ohio, Oklahoma. Pennsy Ivana. Rhode Istand. 
South Carohina, South Dakota, Tennessee. Texas, Cath, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsi 


Charter Sehools: 


Cahlorna, Colorado, Georgnt. Massachusetts, Missouri, Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico, Wisconsin 


Choice: 

Arkansas, Arizona Cimited). Colorde. Idaho, Timor (piloting), lowa, Kentucks (schools in erists), 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio, Pennessee, Utah, Vermont, Washington, 
Wisconsin 


Curriculum Frameworks (ccoutial to reborn): 


Cahora. South Carolina, Marne 


economic Desclopment: 
South Dakota 


Governanec: 
Hora. Phowan. Hino. Kentucky. MBune, Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon, Puerto Rico. Ulah, 
Washington 


K-3 Class size reduction: 


Nevada 


Performance Assessment: 


Alaska. Arizona, California, Colorade, Connecticut, Deliware. Georgia, Hawa, Idaho. Whiners, 
Indiana, Kansas, KRentucks. | oursiana., Mame. Marland. Massachusetts. Michigan, Minneseta, 
Missourn New Jersey. New Mexico, New York, Nerth Carofina, Ohie, OkFahoma. Rhode Ishind. South 
Caroling. Tennessee. Pevas. Utah. Vermont, Virgina. Washington, West Virginia 


Pertormance-based Initiatives: 

Mabama. Arkansas, SMazong, Colorado, Connecteut Delaware, Distaet ef Columbra. Phoridal Kansas. 
Kentucks, Maine. Massachusetts, Michtean, Minnesota, Missouri New Jersey. New Mexico. Noth 
Caroling, Oktihoma, Oresou. Pennsyivania Rhode Isiand. South Carolina. Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington, West Virgiita, Wisconsin 
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Postsecondary ¢open enrollment and student aide: 


Florida, Georgina. Loutstana, South Dakota 


Professional Development (central to reform): 


Indiana, Missouri, Oho 


National Education Goals: 


AMabama. \tkansas. Florida, Seuth Carolina 


New Standards Project: 


Arkansas. California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware. Florida. lowa. Kentucky. Maine. 
Massachusetts, Missouri, New York, Oregon, Pennss ivan, South Carolina, Texas. Vermont, Virginia, 
Washington 


National Science Foundation Statewide Systemic Initiative: 


Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia. Kentucky. Louisiana, Mate, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska. New Jerseys, New Mexico. New York, North Carofina, 
Ohio, Puerto Rico. Rhode Istand Cunt 1994), South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, Vermont, Virginia 


Re: Learning: 

Arkansas. Colorado, Delaware. Hinois, Indiana. Mame. Missouri, New Mexico. Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island. South Carolina 

Site-Based Management: 


Honda. Colorado (Denver), lines (Chicago), California coos Angeles), South Carolina 


Vouchers: 


Puerto Rico. Wisconsin (Mil aukee) 


Workforce Skifls: 


Alaskan Arizona. Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Tinos, Indiana, lowa, Maine. Mars tand, 
Massachusetts, Missouri, New Hampshire, New York. North Carolina, Oregon, South Carolina. Texas. 
Vermont, Virginia, Wisconsin 
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